After  18  years  of  efforts  by  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  advocates,  Connecticut  joins  Wisconsin, 
Massachusetts  and  Hawaii  in  adopting  statewide 
gay  rights  legislation 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

HARTFORD,  Conn. — Amid  an  air  of 
celebration  among  gay  rights  activists, 
Connecticut  recently  became  the  fourth  state 
in  the  U.S.  to  pass  a  bill  extending  anti- 
discrimination  protection  to  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  Both  houses  of  the  Connecticut 
legislature  approved  the  bill  in  mid- April  and 
Gov.  Lowell  P.  Weicker  has  promised  to  sign 
the  legislation,  which  will  go  into  effect  Oct. 
1. 

Connecticut  joins  Wisconsin, 
Massachusetts,  and  Hawaii  in  providing 
statewide  civil  rights  to  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

By  a  two-thirds  majority,  the  Connecticut 
Senate  voted  21-14  to  pass  the  bill  April  17; 
the  House  of  Representatives  approved  the 
bill  by  an  81-65  majority  April  1 1 . 

Shawn  Lang,  co-director  of  the 
Connecticut  Coalition  for  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Civil  Rights,  said  that  activists  present  during 
the  House  vote  were  ecstatic.  “There  were 
over  200  of  us  in  the  gallery,”  she  said. 
“There  was  an  emotional  release,  a  real 
emotional  high.” 

“I  believe  it’s  a  very  good  bill,  one  of  the 
best  gay  and  lesbian  rights  bills  in  the 
country,”  said  openly  gay  Rep.  Joseph 
Grabarz  (D-Bridgeport).  “The  way  it’s 
crafted  and  the  language  it  uses  is  better  than 
at  least  two  of  the  three  bills  that  have  been 
passed  in  other  states,”  he  said  adding,  “Its 
language  is  very  gay-sensitive  and  brought  in 
many  non-gay  supporters  without  giving  up 
much.” 


Passing  the  bill 

The  Coalition  began  working  on  versions 
of  the  bill  in  1973.  Betty  Gallow,  a  lobbyist 
who  has  worked  for  the  Coalition  since  1985, 
cited  several  factors  she  thought  led  to  the 
passage  of  this  year’s  bill:  the  election  of  a 
gay-supportive  governor;  the  decision  of 
Catholic  Church  officials  not  to  oppose  the 
bill;  the  sustained  efforts  of  the  Coalition;  and 
the  legislative  presence  of  an  openly  gay 
representative. 

“Governor  Lowell  Weicker  has  a  long 
history  of  being  pro-gay,”  Gallow  told  GCN, 
adding,  “In  the  U.S.  Senate  he’d  been  very 
good  on  AIDS  legislation  and  human  rights 
issues.” 

Weicker  promised  to  sign  the  bill  last  fall 
during  his  campaign  for  governor  as  an 
independent  candidate.  A  spokesperson  from 
his  press  office  confirmed  the  governor’s 
plan  to  sign  the  bill,  saying,  “He  said  he’ll 
sign  it,  he’ll  sign  it” 

The  Catholic  Church’s  decision  not  to 
oppose  the  bill  was  also  an  important  factor 
in  the  Connecticut  victory.  In  the  past,  the 
Catholic  Church  had  actively  lobbied  against 


other  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights  bills. 

Rev.  Thomas  Barry,  spokesperson  for 
Connecticut’s  Archbishop  John  F.  Whealon, 
explained,  “This  year  there  was  a  determined 
effort  by  the  people  drafting  the  bill,  taking 
consideration  of  the  Bishop’s  concerns.” 

The  new  legislation  contains  several 
amendments  designed  to  disarm  arguments 
against  the  bill,  including  exemptions  for 
campus  ROTC  programs  and  religious 
organizations. 

Regarding  the  exemption  of  religious 
organizations,  Grabarz  said  the  it  would 
apply  “only  in  situations  involving 
transmissions  of  the  tenets  of  the  church.  The 
exemption  would  not  apply  to  a  church 
janitor.” 

Barry  said  that  the  Catholic  Church  had 
also  been  concerned  that  the  bill  might  be 
viewed  as  endorsing  or  promoting 
homosexual  behavior.  According  to  Barry, 
another  amendment  to  the  bill  states  that,  “It 
[does]  not  endorse  or  promote,  very 
specifically,  a  homosexual  lifestyle  as 
normative.” 

When  asked  about  the  amendments, 
lobbyist  Gallow  said,  “They  were  statements 
that  said  what  the  bill  wouldn’t  do,  things  that 
the  bill  had  never  said  it  was  going  to  do.  If 
the  bill  had  been  purple,  and  they  [legislators] 
wanted  an  amendment  saying  the  bill  wasn’t 
blue,  I  would  have  given  them  an  amendment 
that  said  the  bill  wasn’t  blue.” 


An  1 8-year  battle 

“I  have  two  reactions  [to  the  bill’s 
passage],  one  of  elation,  the  other,  it  was  too 
long  coming,”  said  Lang  of  the  Coalition. 
She  lamented  that  it  had  taken  18  years  and 
nine  versions  of  the  bill  before  the  both 
houses  passed  the  measure.  “Each  year  we 
built  on  what  we  had  done  the  year  before,” 
she  said.  “This  year  all  the  pieces  fell 
together.” 

Lang  speculated  that  direct  action  by 
Queer  Nation/Hartford  and  the  Coalition  may 
have  influenced  the  legislators.  “A  lot  of 
legislators  didn’t  like  it,  thought  we  were 
rude,”  said  Lang,  who  is  also  a  member  of 
Queer  Nation.  “But  it  upped  the  ante.  They 
could  not  ignore  us.” 

According  to  Lang,  the  Coalition  staged  an 
action  after  the  bill’s  defeat  in  1989,  where 
legislators  who  voted  for  the  bill  were 
cheered,  and  those  who  voted  against  it 
received  hisses.  Meanwhile,  Queer  Nation 
has  staged  two  actions  in  the  legislature, 
interrupting  a  House  session  in  1989,  and 
opening  the  1990  session  by  hanging  a 
banner  demanding  gay  civil  rights  from  the 
gallery. 

In  1975,  Connecticut  became  the  first  state 
to  have  a  gay  rights  bill  pass  either  legislative 
Continued  on  page  6 


Florida  governor  backs 
HIY  monitoring  bill 


Following  a  second  Florida  dentist's  announcement  that  he  has 
AIDS,  Gov.  Lawton  Chiles  lends  his  support  to  a  bill  that  would 
monitor  health  care  workers’  HIV  status 


By  Chris  Nealon 

TALLAHASSEE,  Fla. — The  battle  over 
the  rights  of  HIV-positive  health  care  workers 
intensified  recently,  as  the  governor  of 
Florida  abruptly  moved  to  back  legislation 
monitoring  workers’  HTV  status.  Responding 
to  a  West  Palm  Beach  dentist’s 
announcement  that  he  has  AIDS,  Gov. 
Lawton  Chiles  announced  his  support  April 
18  for  a  bill  that  would  require  HIV-positive 
health  care  professionals  to  disclose  their 
HTV  status  to  a  professional  review  board. 

The  dentist,  Robert  A.  Engel,  is  the  second 
Florida  practitioner  in  less  than  a  year  to 
make  a  public  announcement  that  he  has 
AIDS.  Last  September,  a  similar  notice  from 
Dr.  David  J.  Acer  led  to  a  whirlwind  of 
national  publicity.  Kimberly  Bergalis,  a 
patient  of  Acer’s,  made  headlines  for  several 
months  while  pursuing  a  suit  against  Acer’s 
insurers.  Upon  investigation,  federal  officials 
determined  that  Acer  transmitted  HIV  to 
Bergalis  during  dental  procedures. 

Chiles’  swift  move  to  support  the 
restrictive  legislation  has  angered  AIDS 
activists  and  health  care  advocates,  who  say 
that  the  governor  is  playing  into  the  hands  of 
public  hysteria  about  AIDS.  Activists  say  that 
the  likelihood  of  doctor-to-patient 
transmission  is  extremely  low,  and  they  also 
argue  that  requiring  health  care  workers  to 
disclose  their  HIV  status  to  their  colleagues 
will  spark  a  major  flight  from  the  medical 
professions. 

Political  climate 

Unfortunately,  health  care  advocates  add, 
the  political  climate  is  not  favorable  for  HIV¬ 
positive  health  workers.  In  January,  just  as 
the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC) 
confirmed  that  Bergalis  had  received  HIV 
from  Acer,  both  the  American  Medical 
Association  (AMA)  and  the  American  Dental 
Association  (ADA)  recommended  that  HIV- 
positive  members  disclose  their  HIV  status  to 
patients  and  colleagues.  More  recently, 
rumors  have  begun  to  circulate  among  health 


care  advocates  that  the  CDC  will  shortly 
release  guidelines  calling  on  health  care 
workers  to  report  their  HIV  status  to 
professional  boards. 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  Bergalis  case,  nine 
states  have  introduced  bills  requiring  health 
workers  to  disclose  their  HIV  status  to  their 
colleagues  and/or  patients.  According  to  a 
report  by  the  AIDS  Policy  Center  of  George 
Washington  University’s  Intergovernmental 
Health  Policy  Project,  the  states  considering 
restrictive  HIV-related  bills  are  Connecticut, 
Delaware,  Florida,  Hawaii,  Maryland,  New 
York,  Oregon,  Texas  and  Washington.  The 
Texas  bill  goes  so  far  as  to  propose  annual 
HIV  testing  for  health  care  professionals. 

AIDS-phobia? 

What  is  particularly  upsetting  about  the 
Florida  case,  observers  say,  is  that  the 
governor’s  immediate  intervention  will  give 
the  issue  of  medically  related  HIV 
transmission  an  inordinately  high  profile. 

“That  kind  of  swift  action  is  more  related 
to  the  fact  that  AIDS  is  involved  than  to  the 
fact  that  any  real  risk  is  present,"  said 
Elizabeth  Cooper,  staff  counsel  with  the 
AIDS  Project  at  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  (ACLU).  “It’s  more  linked  to  AIDS- 
phobia  than  to  responsible  medicine  or 
legislation,”  Cooper  told  GCN. 

Benjamin  Schatz,  director  of  the  Medical 
Expertise  Retention  Program  of  the  American 
Association  of  Physicians  for  Human  Rights 
(AAPHR),  said  he  agrees  with  Cooper. 
“There’s  an  enormous  amount  of  political 
opportunism  here,"  said  Schatz.  Cases  in 
which  doctors  or  dentists  come  forward  to 
identify  themselves  as  having  AIDS,  he  said, 
“allow  politicians  to  exploit  AIDS  hysteria  in 
a  way  that  hasn’t  been  possible  in  recent 
years.” 

What  is  lost  amid  the  legislative  jockeying, 
the  ACLU’s  Cooper  said,  is  the  scientific  data 
about  doctor-patient  transmission,  and  the 
Continued  on  page  6 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“It  is  bitterly  cold  on  the  desert  floor  in 
winter.  Sleeping  bags  and  parkas  offer  little 
comfort  against  the  winds.  ‘I  tell  them  to  use 
the  buddy  system,  snuggle  up  in  pairs  to  stay 
warm,’  says  the  unit’s  commander.  ‘Five 
months  ago  there’s  no  way  they  would  have 
done  that.’  But  the  considerations  of  civilian 
life  have  long  since  faded  in  the  desert’s 
harsh  realities.” 

— Rolling  Stone ,  March  7. 

Charges  dismissed  in 
lesbian  raid  case 

LOS  ANGELES — A  city  attorney  rejected 
on  April  8  misdemeanor  charges  against  five 
women  during  a  raid  of  a  lesbian  party.  The 
prosecutor  gave  no  reason  for  the  decision, 
but  the  defendants  said  they  believe  the 
attorney  knew  that  the  charges  against  the 
women  were  insubstantial  and  that  police 
conduct  during  the  raid  was  improper  and 
illegal. 

The  case  centered  around  the  Feb.  22  raid 
of  a  private  benefit  party  for  a  new  lesbian 
literary  and  arts  magazine,  Scream  Box.  (See 
GCN ,  Vol.  18,  No.  33.)  According  to  police 
officials,  the  party  was  shut  down  because  it 
violated  city  alcohol  and  dance  hall 
ordinances.  The  benefit’s  organizers, 
however,  dispute  the  police  department’s 
rationale,  and  say  that  the  party  was  held  at 
an  established  art  gallery  that  is  well-known 
for  hosting  fundraising  events.  Participants 
further  argue  that  police  officers  used 
unnecessary  violence  and  exhibited 
homophobic  and  racist  biases  during  their 
raid  of  the  party. 

The  attorney  for  the  five  women,  Marjorie 
Rushforth,  said  that  the  prosecutor’s  decision 
to  reject  the  case  made  sense  because  of  the 
police  department’s  intrusive  and 
inappropriate  handling  of  the  situation. 
Rushforth  told  GCN  that  the  women 
involved  with  the  party  will  now  file 
complaints  against  the  city  and  the  police 
department  for  civil  rights  violations  and 
police  abuse. 

“We  were  all  very  relieved  that  [the 
prosecutor]  rejected  the  case,”  said  Adriene 
Jenik,  one  of  the  women  cited  during  the 
raid.  But,  she  added,  the  defendants  and 
other  party  participants  still  plan  to  hold  the 
city  and  the  police  department  accountable 
for  their  misconduct. 

“We’ve  had  a  lot  of  discussion  amongst 
ourselves  if  we  really  want  to  make  this 
whole  thing  into  a  legal  entity,”  Jenik  told 
GCN.  “We  originally  created  Scream  Box  to 
have  fun  and  expand  our  community,  but 
obviously  our  ability  to  do  this  and  freely 
express  ourselves  has  been  abridged  by  this 
incident,”  she  said.  “If  we  want  to  do  Scream 
Box,  we  have  to  deal  with  this  legal  issue 
first,”  Jenik  concluded,  “and  there  are  a  core 
group  of  women  very  resolved  to  go  through 
with  it." 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Cracking  down  on 
Cracker  Barrel 

LEBANON,  Tenn. — Gay  and  lesbian 
activists  have  stepped  up  their  campaign 
against  a  southeastern  chain  of  98 
restaurant/gift  shops  that  has  been  charged 
with  anti-gay  employment  practices.  Since 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  at  least  nine 
employees  have  been  fired  because  they  are 
gay  or  lesbian. 

Cracker  Barrel  Old  Country  Stores,  Inc. 
has  been  the  target  of  a  national  mailgram 
campaign  since  March  13.  Complaints  have 
been  received  from  major  investors,  and 
demonstrations  have  been  held  at  several 
restaurants.  Most  recently,  activists  called  for 
a  national  boycott  of  Cracker  Barrel. 

Following  initial  pressure  from  gay 
activists,  Cracker  Barrel’s  vice  president  of 
human  resources,  William  Bridges,  issued  a 
statement  that  said,  “Cracker  Barrel  is 
founded  upon  a  concept  of  traditional 
American  values.  It  is  inconsistent  with  our 
concept...to  continue  to  employ  individuals 
...whose  sexual  preferences  fail  to 
demonstrate  normal  heterosexual  values 
which  have  been  the  foundation  of  families 
in  our  society.” 

George  Frisbee,  who  was  fired  from  a 
Cracker  Barrel  restaurant  in  Tallahassee, 
Fla.,  told  GCN  that  he  is  positive  that  he  was 
fired  because  of  his  sexual  preference. 
Frisbee  said  he  was  unexpectedly  called  into 
work  one  day,  questioned  by  the  manager, 
and  fired  the  next  day.  “The  manager  knew  I 
was  gay,”  he  said.  “He  asked  me  directly." 

Amid  outrage  from  national  gay  and 
lesbian  rights  groups.  Cracker  Barrel  issued 
another  statement  Feb.  22  that  said,  “Our 
recent  position  on  the  employment  of 


homosexuals. ..may  have  been  a  well- 
intentioned  over  reaction  to  the  perceived 
values  of  our  customers  and  their  comfort 
level  with  these  individuals.  In  the  future  we 
will  deal  with  any  disruption  on  a  store-by- 
store  basis." 

Cracker  Barrel’s  failure  to  assure  that  it 
has  rescinded  the  anti-gay  policy  sparked 
concerns  from  two  trustees  of  New  York 
City  pensions  funds  with  substantial  stock 
holdings  in  Cracker  Barrel.  Ivy  Young,  of 
the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF),  told  GCN  that  Comptroller 
Elizabeth  Holtzman  and  Finance 
Commissioner  Carol  O’Cleireacain  have 
twice  sent  letters  to  Cracker  Barrel’s  CEO, 
Dan  Evins.  The  New  York  City  officials  are 
asking  Evins  to  clearly  assure  that  the  firing 
policy  has  been  unequivocally  rescinded  and 
detail  what  remedial  steps  will  be  taken  to 
correct  the  policy’s  effects  on  management 
attitudes.  They  also  are  questioning  whether 
the  fired  employees  will  be  rehired. 

Young  also  said  that  Cracker  Barrel  has 
refused  to  meet  or  speak  with  members  of 
the  gay  community. 

According  to  Dare,  a  gay  and  lesbian 
newspaper  in  Tennessee,  activists  have 
organized  three  weekend  protests  at  a 
Cracker  Barrel  restaurant  in  Nashville,  each 
drawing  10-15  participants.  Similar  protests 
have  occurred  at  restaurants  in  Tallahassee 
and  Douglasville,  Ga. 

Co-op  America,  a  progressive  social 
action  group,  has  added  Cracker  Barrel  to  its 
national  boycott  list. 

The  NGLTF  Policy  Institute,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Tennessee  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance  and  Queer  Nation/ Atlanta, 
is  sponsoring  a  mailgram  campaign  to 
Cracker  Barrel.  Approximately  130 
prepared  mailgrams  have  been  sent  through 
Western  Union  in  the  month  since  the 
campaign  started.  A  mailgram  costs  $7  and 
can  be  ordered  by  telephone,  1-800-325- 
6000,  hotline  #9823. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Maryland  passes  gay 
hate  crimes  bill 

BALTIMORE — Maryland  will  soon 
become  the  thirteenth  state  to  classify 
violence  against  lesbians  and  gay  men  as 
hate  crimes.  In  a  critical  last-minute  vote 
April  8,  state  representatives  accepted 
legislation  that  will  require  police  and  fire 
department  officials  to  collect  statistics 
concerning  hate-motivated  crimes  against 
lesbians  and  gay  men. 

According  to  members  of  the  Free  State 
Coalition,  the  group  that  lobbied  for  the 
legislation,  the  bill’s  passage  was  difficult 
and  precarious.  “The  bill  was  considered 
dead  twice,  but  each  time  it  was 
resurrected,”  said  Ann  Gordon  of  the 
Baltimore  Justice  Campaign,  a  member 
organization  of  the  coalition. 

Gordon  told  GCN  that  when  the  bill  was 
first  reviewed  in  the  House,  it  received  a  70- 
49  vote,  one  vote  short  of  the  majority  it 
needed  to  pass.  Gordon  said  that  gay  and 
lesbian  activists  were  “extremely  put-out” 
over  this  narrow  loss.  In  an  effort  to  thwart 
defeat,  the  Free  State  Coalition  “turned  up 
the  heat  to  pressure  [the  House 
representatives]  to  reconsider  the  bill,”  said 
Gordon.  The  groups  lobbying  tactics  were 
successful,  and  upon  reconsideration,  the 
House  passed  the  bill  78-50. 

The  bill  faced  even  greater  opposition  in 
the  Senate’s  Judicial  Proceedings 
Committee,  where  it  was  next  reviewed.  The 
committee’s  chair,  Sen.  Walter  Baker  (D- 
Cecil  County),  had  stated  publicly  that  he 
wanted  to  see  the  bill  “killed”  before  it  got  to 
the  Senate  floor. 

Gordon,  however,  said  that  intense 
lobbying  efforts  by  the  Coalition  again  paid 
off,  and  that  Baker’s  threats  proved 
meaningless.  The  bill  was  passed  out  of 
Judicial  Proceedings  by  a  10-1  vote. 

The  bill’s  final  test  came  on  the  Senate’s 
last  night  in  session.  The  Senate  was 
scheduled  to  adjourn  at  midnight,  and  if  the 
bill  had  not  come  up  for  vote  before  then,  it 
would  have  to  be  reintroduced  next  year. 
This  defeat  was  narrowly  averted  when  the 
bill’s  advocates  in  the  Senate  saw  that  the 
legislation  was  being  stalled  and  demanded  a 
vote.  With  less  than  two  hours  left  in  the 
legislative  session,  the  Senate  passed  the  bill 
35-1. 

“We’re  really  excited  about  the  [victory],” 
said  Gordon.  “Now  the  next  step  is  to  make 
sure  that  the  plan  is  implemented  and 
information  is  collected,”  she  added.  Gov. 
William  Schaefer,  a  democrat,  has  yet  to  sign 
the  legislation,  but  Gordon  said  she  is 
confident  that  he  will  accept  it. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 
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The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund  •  Barbara  Macy 
•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 

Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relationships  •  Discrimination  •  Probate  of  Estates  • 
Driving  Under  the  Influence  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation*  General  Pracitice  of  Law  •  Condo 
Conversion 

529  Newbury  St.  •  Boston  •  (617)  266-0760 


•  Individual  •  Group  •  Couple 

Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 
Psychotherapist 

Copley  Sq.  Boston,  MA  (617)  266-2240 
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ponsored  by  FCHC. 


Cosponsored  by  1 1®  Boston  AIDS  Consortium, 
Community  Research  Initiative  of  New  En¬ 
gland,  the  Multicultural  AIDS  Coalition  as 
well  as  other  localiagencies. 


HEALING  SERVICE 


FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 

For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  family  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  God's  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

April  23, 1991  •  7:30  PM 

New  England 
Baptist  Hospital 

125  Parker  Hill  Ave.  •  Boston,  MA 
Sponsored  by 

Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS 
For  more  information  (617)  628-7665 
*ASL  Interpreted 


If  you  are  a  Woman  in 
Business  you  belong  in... 

THE  WOMEN'S 
YELLOW  PAGES 

a  directory  of  Women's  Businesses  and  Services 


call  for  information  or  FAX  your  request 

(617)  383-2312  •  (617)  383-2371 

P.O.  Box  795  •  North  Scituate,  MA  02060 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC  BUT  RUNS  ON 
YOUR  IBM  AT  OR  COMPATIBLE 

"Bookkeeping  By  Design ” 
Accounting  Software 

-  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (Included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R,  GVL  Payroll,  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  lor  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  Introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617) 353-1500 


VIDA  K.  BERK0WITZ 

attorney  at  law 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker's  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  M A  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


SHUT-IN 
WHO  CARES? 
WE  CARE 


MEDICAL  TEMPORARY 
HOME  AND  HEALTH  CARE 


323-9708 

For  private  duty  home  care-hospital 
and  nursing  home  staffing 
Compassionate  skilled  individuals 

RN's,  LPN's  Live-Ins 

Health  Aides  24  hour  service 

Homemakers  7-Days-a  week 

Supervised  by  professional  staff. 
Dependable  quality  personnel.  Inquire 
about  our  personal  shopping  service. 

Medical  Temporary  Home  Health  Care 
is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

Helppne 

267-9001  tty/voice 

6-11  PM  Sunday  -  Friday 


Quality 

LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 

▼  Boston  W 
617-361-1546  ▼ 
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Landmark  bill  addresses 
violence  against  women 

Saying  that  the  federal  government  has  ignored  violence 
against  women  for  too  long,  a  Senator  from  Delaware 
introduces  the  first  comprehensive  legislation  on  the  subject 


City  Council  candidates 
lobby  for  the  gay  vote 

The  upcoming  races  for  City  Council  could  provide  more 
interesting  decisions  for  lesbian  and  gay  voters  in  Boston 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 

WASHINGTON — In  an  effort  to  combat 
violence  against  women,  Sen.  Joseph  Biden 
(D-Del.)  recently  introduced  landmark 
legislation  that  will  increase  federal 
responsibility  for  the  prevention  of  rape  and 
domestic  violence.  The  bill  is  the  first 
comprehensive  legislative  package  to  address 
the  issue  of  violence  against  women,  and 
Biden  has  pledged  to  make  its  passage  his 
top  priority  during  the  current  Congressional 
session. 

Biden ’s  legislation  includes  increasing 
penalties  for  sex  crimes  offenders,  allocating 
new  federal  funds  for  educational  and 
counseling  services  and  creating  a  civil  rights 
remedy  for  survivors  of  sexual  assaults. 

Although  women’s  rights  advocates 
caution  that  the  bill  has  some  problems,  most 
say  that  the  legislation  represents  an 
important  shift  in  the  government’s  approach 
to  rape,  domestic  violence,  and  women’s 
safety. 

“[The  bill]  is  the  government’s  first 
acknowledgment  that  sexual  assault  is  not  a 
sex  crime  and  is  not  a  relationship  issue,” 
said  Mary  Pat  Biygger,  the  executive  director 
of  the  National  Coalition  Against  Sexual 
Assault.  “It  is  the  first  time  that  violence 
against  women  is  acknowledged  as  a  cultural 
problem  and  a  civil  rights  issue  that  the 
government  has  a  responsibility  to  deal 
with,”  she  told  GCN. 

Government  responsibility 

Biden  introduced  the  Violence  Against 
Women  Act  to  the  Senate’s  Judiciary 
Committee  in  January,  saying  that  the  federal 
government  could  no  longer  ignore  the 
devastating  statistics  that  show  that  violence 
against  women  is  on  the  rise.  “Today  it  is 
easier  to  convict  a  car  thief  than  a  rapist,” 
said  Biden.  “Police  officers  are  more  likely 
to  arrest  a  man  for  parking  tickets  that  for 
beating  his  wife;  and  lawyers  still  put  victims 
of  vicious  assault  on  the  stand  to  ask  what 
clothes  they  were  wearing  at  the  time  of  the 
attack,"  he  said.  “This  bill  would  begin  to 
remedy  these  type  of  problems.” 

Biden  advocates  combatting  violence 
against  women  on  a  number  of  different, 
widespread  levels.  The  senator’s  proposals 
include:  doubling  penalties  for  rape  and 
aggravated  assault;  authorizing  $300  million 
for  law  enforcement  efforts  to  combat  sex 
crimes;  tripling  funding  for  battered  women’s 
shelters;  creating  school-based  programs  to 
end  the  cycle  of  violence  against  women;  and 
establishing  a  $20  million  grant  program  to 
fund  college  campus  rape  education  and 
prevention  programs. 

In  one  of  the  most  controversial  sections 
of  the  bill,  Biden  defines  sexual  assaults 
against  women  as  hate  crimes.  He  also 
advocates  treating  gender-motivated  crimes 
as  bias  crimes  that  deprive  victims  of  then- 
civil  rights.  Under  Biden’s  proposed  law 
changes,  gender-based  assaults  would  violate 
federal  civil  rights  laws,  and  victims  of  all 
felonies  “motivated  by  gender”  would  be 
able  to  bring  civil  rights  suits  against  then- 
assailants. 

Passage  ‘looks  pretty  good’ 

In  1990,  Biden  introduced  another  version 
of  the  bill  into  the  Judiciary  Committee, 


where  it  was  unanimously  approved.  The 
earlier  version,  however,  was  never  voted  on 
by  the  full  Senate.  A  Senate  spokesperson 
told  GCN  that  passage  of  Biden’s  current  bill 
“looks  pretty  good.”  Rep.  Barbara  Boxer  (D- 
Calif.)  has  introduced  similar  legislation  in 
the  House,  and  an  aide  in  her  office  said  that 
conditions  also  appear  favorable  for  its 
passage. 

The  greatest  challenge  to  Biden’s  bill  will 
most  likely  come  from  legislation  filed  by 
Senate  Minority  Leader  Bob  Dole  (R-Kan.). 
Dole’s  bill  touches  on  many  similar  issues  of 
violence  against  women,  but  its  approach  is 
far  more  law  enforcement-oriented.  Dole’s 
proposals  include  handing  down  the  death 
penalty  to  rapists  who  have  murdered  their 
victims  and  mandating  HIV  tests  for 
defendants  charged  with  rape.  Finally,  Dole’s 
legislation  allocates  far  less  federal  funding 
for  domestic  violence  and  rape  education  and 
prevention  programs  than  does  Biden’s. 

Concern  about  the  bill 

While  most  liberal  organizations  favor 
Biden’s  bill  and  laud  his  efforts  to  deal  with 
the  issue  of  violence  against  women,  some 
women’s  rights  advocates  and  civil  liberties 
groups  have  voiced  concern  over  aspects  of 
the  bill.  These  groups  stress  that  while  they 
support  combatting  violence  against  women, 
they  question  the  legal  wisdom  of  parts  of 
Biden’s  legislation. 

Isabelle  Pinzler  of  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union’s  (ACLU)  Woman’s  Rights 
Project  said  that  her  organization  opposes 
Biden’s  bill  in  its  current  form.  She  told 
GCN  that  although  the  bill  does  “a  lot  of  very 
good  things”  to  help  women,  the  ACLU  is 
concerned  about  the  proposal  to  increase  the 
sentences  of  convicted  sex  offenders. 

“We  are  concerned  about  who  the  bill  is 
going  to  impact,  and  we  believe  that  [the 
increased  penalty  proposals]  are  being  made 
without  looking  at  constitutional  guidelines 
and  how  other  comparable  crimes  are 
handled,”  Pinzler  said,  adding,  “The  ACLU 
is  not  in  favor  of  incarceration  as  a  cure  for 
anything.”  Pinzler  also  said  that  the  ACLU 
has  not  yet  made  a  decision  on  how  to 
approach  the  hate  crimes  section  of  the  bill. 

Rosemary  Dempsey,  Vice  President  of 
Action  for  the  National  Organization  for 
Women  (NOW),  similarly  said  that  NOW  is 
concerned  about  the  increased  penalties 
section  of  the  bill.  “We  are  very  supportive  of 
both  Biden’s  and  Boxer’s  legislation,  but  we 
question  what  happens  when  the  government 
imposes  increased  sentencing  laws,” 
Dempsey  told  GCN.  “Historically,  you  get 
more  plea  bargains  and  fewer  convictions 
with  [higher  sentencing  laws],”  she  said, 
adding,  “At  this  point,  only  one  percent  of 
the  people  charged  with  rape  are  convicted, 
and  we  want  to  improve  the  statistics.  We 
want  more  people  brought  to  trial  and  more 
successful  convictions.” 

Despite  NOW’s  concerns  about  certain 
aspects  of  the  bill,  Dempsey  said  that  her 
organization  supports  Biden  and  his  efforts  to 
make  crimes  against  women  a  civil  rights 
issue.  “If  we  have  a  federal  law  that  clearly 
underlines  a  woman’s  right  to  a  civil  suit  if 
she  is  a  victim  of  a  crime,  this  will  send  a 
very  strong  statement  out  to  the  public,”  said 
Continued  on  page  6 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 

BOSTON — Although  the  elections  for 
Boston  City  Council  seats  are  still  seven 
months  away,  the  race  between  at-large 
candidates  is  beginning  to  heat  up.  Two  men 
with  ties  to  the  city’s  gay  and  lesbian 
community  have  announced  their  candidacy, 
and  lesbian  and  gay  votes  are  likely  to  figure 
prominently  in  both  of  their  election 
campaigns. 

The  two  candidates,  Abner  Mason  and 
Jackson  Hall,  differ  significantly  in  their 
political  views,  and  local  activists  are 
sensitive  to  the  possibility  of  a  split  among 
gay  voters.  However,  given  the  nature  of  an 
at-large  councilor  election  in  which  voters 
can  cast  ballots  for  up  to  four  candidates, 
those  familiar  with  the  candidates  and  the 
race  say  that  they  do  not  foresee  the 
campaign  developing  into  a  highly  divisive 
controversy  in  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community. 

One  vacant  seat 

Mason  and  Hall  are  among  a  larger  pool  of 
candidates  seeking  to  win  the  seat  that  will 
be  vacated  by  Councilor  Michael 
McCormack.  All  four  at-large  seats  on  the 
13-member  council  are  up  for  election,  but 
three  incumbents,  Rosaria  Salerno,  Albert 
“Dapper”  O’Neil,  and  Christopher  Iannella, 
are  likely  to  be  re-elected. 

Mason,  an  openly  gay  Black  Republican, 
said  he  decided  to  run  for  office  because  he  is 
frustrated  by  the  city  government’s 
mishandling  of  economic  and  social  issues. 
In  particular,  he  said,  “The  efforts  of  the 
government  to  deal  with  the  problems  of 
Black  Americans  have  not  had  a  lot  of 
success.”  In  fact,  he  added,  “It  would  be 
reasonable  to  say  that  [the  government’s 
handling  of  the  situation]  has  been  a  pretty 
dismal  failure.” 

Mason  told  GCN  that  after  realizing  that 
he  “could  either  sit  by  the  sidelines  and 
complain  or  get  actively  involved,”  he  chose 
the  latter.  He  said  that  he  feels  his  plans  will 
prove  more  effective  and  efficient  than  ones 
currently  in  place.  Mason  said  that  he  is  still 
in  the  process  of  developing  his  political 
platform,  but  added  that  two  main  issues  he 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

AUGUSTA,  Maine — In  a  disappointing 
blow,  the  Maine  House  of  Representatives 
rejected  a  lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights  bill 
April  16.  The  House  defeat  of  the  legislation, 
76-51,  puts  Maine’s  struggle  for  a  gay  rights 
bill  on  hold  until  1993.  Gay  rights  activists 
attribute  the  bill’s  failure  to  Gov.  John 
McKernan’s  unexpected  April  1 
announcement  that  he  would  veto  the 
measure  unless  it  carried  an  amendment 
requiring  a  state  referendum. 

“I  went  up  there  pleading  for  some  basic 
civil  rights,”  said  Ed  Shannon,  chair  of  the 
Maine  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance. 
“Towards  the  end  I  had  lobbyists  trying  to 
horse  trade  for  votes,”  he  told  GCN.  “It 
became  an  issue  of  politics,  not  an  issue  of 
fairness.” 

The  governor’s  announcement  came  as  a 
surprise  to  the  bill’s  supporters.  Previously, 
many  believed  that  he  would  neither  sign  nor 
veto  the  legislation,  allowing  it  to  pass  into 
law. 

“A  half  hour  before  the  bill  first  went  to 
the  House,  the  governor  said  that  it  had  to  be 
voted  in  by  a  significant  majority  or  have  an 
amendment  putting  it  to  state  referendum,” 
Susanne  Salkind,  an  aide  to  state  Sen.  Dale 
McCormack  (D-Monmouth),  told  GCN. 

“When  he  was  running  for  election,  he 
made  it  pretty  clear  if  a  majority  voted  for  it, 
he’d  let  it  pass  into  law,”  Salkind  added. 

Maine  gay  rights  activists  say  that,  in  any 
event,  McKeman  has  broken  his  campaign 
promise.  According  to  Shannon,  “Last 
October,  in  a  written  statement  to  the  Maine 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance, 
McKeman  said  if  the  Maine  legislature 
passes  legislation  of  this  sort  it  should 


plans  to  focus  on  are  law  enforcement  and 
economic  development. 

Mason's  leading  competitor  for  the  gay 
vote  is  likely  to  be  Hall,  a  straight,  white  man 
who  has  established  a  progressive  and  gay- 
supportive  reputation.  In  1983,  Hall  managed 
the  election  campaign  of  openly  gay  City 
Councilor  David  Scondras.  He  then  served 
three  years  as  Scondras’  chief  administrator. 
Hall’s  further  political  experience  includes 
his  four-year  tenure  on  the  city’s  Rent  Equity 
Board  and  his  participation  in  numerous  local 
and  statewide  election  campaigns. 

Hall  told  GCN  that  he  has  begun  to  issue 
papers  outlining  his  political  platform.  In  the 
two  statements  released  to  date.  Hall  has 
called  upon  the  city  council  to  reduce  its 
budget  by  one  third,  and  has  declared  his 
strong  support  for  the  Family  Protection  Act, 
a  bill  that  would  extend  city  recognition  to 
same-sex  and  other  non-traditional 
relationships.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  18,  No.  37.) 


Coalition  building 

Hall  and  Mason  said  they  hope  they  can 
secure  endorsements  from  the  city’s  lesbian 
and  gay  political  organizations.  They  each 
recognize,  however,  that  they  will  have  to 
overcome  obstacles  in  their  efforts  to  gain 
gay  and  lesbian  votes. 

Mason  is  best  known  politically  for  his 
work  with  Mike  Duffy’s  campaign.  In  1990, 
Duffy  ran  an  unsuccessful  race  against 
incumbent  state  Rep.  Byron  Rushing  (D- 
Boston).  The  campaign  became  a  divisive 
one  as  many  gay  activists  either  strongly 
supported  Duffy,  a  gay  white  Republican,  or 
Rushing,  a  gay-supportive  Black  Democrat 

Commenting  on  that  race  and  the  schisms 
it  created  within  the  gay  community.  Mason 
said,  “I  believe  that  my  candidacy  will  be 
one  that  gay  and  lesbian  people  from  across 
the  city  will  be  comfortable  supporting.”  He 
added,  “People  from  both  sides  of  the 
Duffy/Rushing  race  are  being  very 
supportive  of  my  candidacy.  This  race  is  an 
opportunity  for  gay  men  and  lesbians  to  unite 
around  a  candidacy  that  makes  sense  for 
them.” 


become  law.” 

Seven  similar  bills  have  been  rejected  by 
the  legislature  since  1977. 

A  recurring  obstacle  to  the  gay  civil  rights 
effort  in  Maine  has  been  what  Patricia  Ryan, 
director  of  the  Maine  Human  Rights 
Commission,  called  “a  strong,  conservative, 
religious  lobbying  effort  that  claims  the  bill 
will  cast  a  moral  stamp  of  approval.”  This 
year,  Jasper  Wyman,  director  of  the  Christian 
Civic  League  of  Maine,  was  the  bill’s  key 
opponent. 

The  League  consists  of  “up  to  5,000 
fundamentalists  and  a  number  of  small 
churches,”  according  to  Shannon.  “Jasper 
Wyman  manages  to  get  them  very  upset.” 

This  year  alone,  the  League  has  been 
responsible  for  several  large  volume 
telephone  campaigns  to  legislators.  “They 
make  thousands  and  thousands  and 
thousands  of  calls  to  fence-sitters,”  said 
Shannon. 

In  contrast,  the  Catholic  Church  in  Maine 
dropped  opposition  to  the  bill  this  year, 
stating  that  it  is  against  anti-gay 
discrimination.  However,  the  Church’s 
statement  contained  a  disclaimer  maintaining 
opposition  to  “the  gay  lifestyle.” 

The  bill  was  heavily  supported  by  a 
number  of  statewide  groups,  including  the 
Maine  Teachers’  Association,  the  Maine 
Council  of  Churches,  the  Maine 
Psychological  Association,  and  the  Maine 
chapter  of  the  National  Association  of  Social 
Workers. 

Shannon  partially  attributes  the  bill’s 
defeat  to  the  current  atmosphere  in  the  state 
legislature.  “There  is  a  kind  of  malaise  in  the 
legislature,  it’s  in  a  real  funk,”  he  said.  “On 

Continued  on  page  6 
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Similarly,  Hall  said  he  hopes  to  build 
strong  coalitions  with  gay  and  lesbian 
•  ■  .  1*11  Continued  on  page  6 

Gay  rights  bill  goes 
down  in  Maine 

While  lesbian  and  gay  rights  activists  in  Connecticut  celebrate 
the  passage  of  statewide  legislation,  their  counterparts  in 
nearby  Maine  mourn  another  defeat 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 


Staff  Writer/Circulation 
Co-Coordinator 

Available  in  June.  Research,  investigate,  and 
write  news  stories  concentraing  on  the 
Boston/New  England  Areas.  May  include  some 
analytical/feature  writing  as  well.  Share 
responsibilities  with  other  staff  writer  for 
coordinating  weekly  mailing  of  paper  and 
processing  subscriptions. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  skills  and  ability  to 
writie  several  stories  under  weekly  deadline 
presure.  Knowledge  of  local  lesbian  and  gay 
community  issues  helpful.  Strong  organizational 
and  record-keeping  skills  as  well  as  knowledge  of 
data  entry  and/or  computers  helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  May  1 , 1991 . 

Prisoner  Project 
Coordinator/Office  Manager 

Available  in  May.  Prisoner  Project:  Coordinate 
subscriptions  for  prisoners;  edit  and  coordinate 
penpal  ads;  edit  prisoner  letters;  fundraise  for  the 
Project  by  writing  grants.  Office  manager:  Pick  up 
and  distribute  mail  daily;  maintain  office  supplies 
and  equipment. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  and  editing  skills, 
ability  to  work  with  deadlines,  knowledge  of 
lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

Former  prisoners  encouraged  to  apply. 

Deadline  for  application:  May  10, 1991 

News  Editor 

Available  in  May.  Coordinate  and  edit  the  work 
of  staff  and  volunteer  reporters  covering  local, 
national  and  international  events  of  importance  to 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  Write  news 
stories  as  necessary.  Participate  in  layout  and 
production  of  the  paper. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  and  editing  skills, 
ability  to  work  with  deadlines,  knowledge  of 
lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

Deadline  for  application :May  10, 1991 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  collective 
decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $21 5/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance  through  Harvard 
Community  Health  Plan,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 
to:  GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


GCN  EDITORIAL  GUIDELINES 


The  "Community  Voices"  and  "Speaking  Out" 
sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our  efforts  to 
provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the 
community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your 
ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and  to 
respond  to  ideas  expressed  within  our  pages. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space  available  basis  only.  GCN  reserves  the 
right  to  edit  letters  and  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  for  length  and  clarity,  in 
consultation  with  the  author.  The  opinions 
expressed  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  staff 
or  membership. 

All  letters  and  "Speaking  Out”  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED. 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  can  be 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FOUR  PAGES  and  require 
a  short  (one  to  two  sentence)  biographical  note 
about  the  author  for  inclusion  at  the  end  of  the 
article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage  dialogue 
and  a  diverse  representation  of  perspectives  on 
the  letters  pages,  printing  of  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  received  from  authors  who  have 
had  other  "Speaking  Outs"  appear  in  GCN 
recently  may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be  able 
to  contact  you  easily  -  please  enclose  your 
name,  address,  and  daytime  phone  number 
with  your  letter  or  article.  Thanks. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN 
staff,  Board  or  membership. 


National  Women’s  Festival 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  in  the  process  of  coordinating  a  panel 
discussion  for  the  National  Woman’s  Music 
Festival’s  Writers  Conference  (NWMF) 
which  is  scheduled  to  take  place  between 
May  30- June  2, 1991. 

The  topic  of  the  panel  is  “Lesbian  Writers 
and  Lesbian/Gay  Newspapers.”  I  anticipate 
that  the  panel  will  consist  of  four  lesbian 
writers  and  a  moderator.  It  will  span  90 
minutes  as  issues  relating  to  lesbian  writers 
working  with  alternative  newspapers  are 
explored.  I  would  appreciate  it  if  you  would 
forward  this  information  to  any  lesbian 
writer  who  is  planning  to  attend  the  NWMF 
and  who  would  be  interested  in  participating 
in  the  panel. 

Interested  parties  should  contact  me  by 
either  writing  or  calling  me  no  later  than 
April  30,  1991.  I  would  appreciate  a  few 
examples  of  a  writer’s  published  articles  in 
order  to  acquaint  myself  with  her  work. 

Thank  you  for  your  help. 

Sincerely, 
Maytee  Aspuro 
(414)  273-0528 
1534  N.  Humboldt  Ave.  Apt.  34 
Milwaukee,  WI  53202 


Call  me  homosexual 


Dear  GCN: 

It  is  rather  presumptuous  for  Tim 
Campbell  to  think  that  he  knows  best  what 
people  who  engage  in  sex  with  people  of  the 
same  sex  should  be  called.  (Speaking  Out, 
GCN,  Vol.  18,  No.  36)  Just  because  he  likes 
the  words  gay  and  lesbian  does  not  mean  the 
rest  of  us  should  go  along  with  his 
preferences.  Homosexual  is  a  perfectly  good 
word  and  I  happen  to  like  it  much  better  than 
lesbian  or  gay. 

What  makes  me  a  homosexualist  is  that  I 
have  sex  with  other  men.  Period.  I  do  not 
have  a  “gay"  sensibility  or  a  “gay”  lifestyle, 
and  do  not  prefer  the  company  of 
homosexualists  to  heterosexualists.  Enjoying 
sex  with  men  is  just  one  part  of  my  life,  and 
defines  me  as  a  person  no  more  than  my 
preferences  in  food,  drink,  or  literature.  Even 
though  I  prefer  to  describe  my  sexual  tastes 
as  homosexual,  I  am  open  about  and  happy 
with  my  sexual  choices,  despite  the 
assumptions  about  “homosexuals”  which 
Campbell  discusses  in  his  article. 

Political  orthodoxy  is  as  offensive  and 
potentially  censorious  as  religious 
orthodoxy.  Campbell’s  talk  of  “policing  the 
straight  ‘slang’  out  of  our  papers,”  and  his 
and  GLC  Voice's  plan  to  “monitor  the  word 
‘homosexual’”  sound  very  much  like  threats. 
I  don’t  need  any  more  thought  police,  Tim, 
thank  you  very  kindly! 


Opened  dialogue 


Joe  Peacott 
Boston,  Mass. 


Dear  GCN: 

I  wish  to  express  my  sorrow  at  the 
departure  of  Mike  Goldrosen  from  The 
Center  for  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men.  It  is  so 
rare  to  find  so  selfless  an  individual,  willing 
to  dedicate  such  skill,  energy  and  talent  to 
our  community.  Michael’s  contributions  over 
the  past  year  are  simply  too  numerous  to 
mention.  Suffice  to  say  that  he  made  a 
valiant  effort  at  turning  what  was  little  more 
than  a  drop-in-center  into  not  only  a  warm 
and  nurturing  environment,  but  a  venue  for 
the  sharing  of  thoughts  and  ideas.  In  a 
diverse  community  such  as  ours,  all  too  often 
dialogue  is  stifled,  differences  ignored.  Over 
the  past  12  months  Michael  Goldrosen  has 
enabled  The  Center  to  truly  become  a 
gathering  place  and  focal  point  for  such 
sorely  needed  discourse. 

Those  who  have  been  lucky  enough  to 
know  and  work  with  Michael  wish  him  only 
the  best.  His  skills  and  style  will  certainly  be 
missed  by  all  of  those  who  had  benefited  by 
the  Center.  It  will  undoubtedly  be  a  lesser 
place  without  him. 

Michael  F.  Fleming 
Brookline,  Mass. 

A  loss  for  the  Center 

Dear  GCN: 

The  recent  departure  of  Michael 
Goldrosen  from  the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community  Center  is  a  loss  for  the  Center 
and  for  the  Center’s  users  like  myself.  Mike 
was  able  to  give  the  Center  more  focus  and 
character,  reflecting  his  hard  work  and 
amiable  personality. 

The  Writers’  Series  which  he  implemented 
was  something  that  I  particularly  enjoyed. 
The  series  was  first  rate  and  helped  give 
some  real  credibility  to  the  Center’s  role  in 
Boston’s  gay  community. 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


The  necessity  of  an  estate 


Mike  deserves  many  thanks  for  his 
talented  hard  work,  and  his  devotion  to  our 
community.  As  for  the  Center,  I  can  only 
hope  that  it  continues  the  course  that  he 
helped  set. 

Sincerely, 
Michael  Di  Pasquale 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

International  Persian-speaking 
group  formed 

Dear  GCN: 

HOMAN,  a  democratic  group  working  for 
the  human  rights  of  Persian-speaking  bi-  and 
homosexual  women  and  men  all  over  the 
world,  was  formed  in  Stockholm  in 
Februaiy,  1991. 

Though  Stockholm-based,  the  group  is 
international  in  scope  and  currently  has  22 
members  throughout  Scandinavia.  At  their 
first  meeting  in  February,  the  founding 
members  discussed  the  organization’s  goals 
and  program.  Anonymity  and  security  from 
potential  reprisals  was  also  an  important 
question.  Despite  those  concerns,  a  board, 
consisting  of  two  men  and  one  woman,  was 
chosen  and  concrete  plans  were  made  for 
realizing  HOMAN’s  goals. 

HOMAN  wants  to  contact  other  Persian 
speakers  who  share  the  same  cultural 
background  and  who  are  in  a  similar 
situation,  especially  those  who  are  having 
difficulty  accepting  their  homosexuality. 

HOMAN’s  dream  is  to  have  regular 
mailings  in  Persian  which  can  reach  all  their 
Persian-speaking  friends,  but  the  group 
needs  better  financial  resources  to  realize 
that  dream.  If  you  want  to  contact  the  group 
and  lend  your  support,  contact: 

HOMAN 
c/o  RFSL  Stockholm 
Box  45090 
104  30  Stockholm 
Sweden 

Remember  Mom 

Dear  GCN: 

Unless  you  are  an  ingrate  of  a  child  (like 
me)  who  habitually  forgets  to  honor  the 
woman  who  raised  you,  you  are  beginning  to 
contemplate  Mother’s  Day  with  that  old 
sense  of  vague  indecision.  What’s  the  dutiful 
gay  son  or  daughter  to  send? 

To  all  you  tormented  souls  in  the  throes  of 
Mother’s  Day  madness,  let  me  suggest  the 
solution  to  your  dilemma — the  PERFECT 
GIFT!  Why  not  give  a  suitably  substantial 
donation  (let’s  say  $50,  equivalent  to  sending 
a  dozen  roses  long  distance)  in  your 
mother’s  name  to  P-FLAG,  Parents  and 
Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays. 

P-FLAG  is  a  national  organization  with 
chapters  in  almost  every  state  whose  purpose 
is  to  help  parents  cope  and  accept  their 
child’s  gayness.  And  while  P-FLAG 
counsels  and  supports  the  families  who  are 
still  struggling  to  come  to  terms  with  their 
child’s  orientation,  it  also  serves  as  a  rallying 
point  for  mothers  and  fathers  who  actively 
work  in  our  behalf.  Countless  parents  are 
risking  ridicule  and  worse  to  join  speaker’s 
bureaus,  staff  hotlines,  march  beside  us  in 
our  Pride  parades,  testify  in  our  behalf  before 
Congressional  committees,  and  serve  as 
buddies  to  people  with  AIDS. 

P-FLAG  parents  are  there  for  us  365  days 
a  year.  This  May  12,  let’s  show  our  love  and 
affection  for  our  mothers  by  supporting  this 
brave  and  loyal  army  of  parents  in  the  battle 
for  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights.  Send  your 
checks  to: 

P-F1AG 
Box  27605 

Washington,  DC  20038 
And  let  Mom  know  that  you  did;  it  will 
make  her  proud. 

Sincerely, 
Drew  Siegel, 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Angry  about  ‘Miss  Saigon* 

[The  following  is  the  text  of  a  letter  to  Tom 
Stoddard,  executive  director  of  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund.] 

Dear  Director  Stoddard: 

As  activists  committed  to  creating  a 
multicultural  queer-positive  society,  we  are 
writing  collectively  to  express  our  anger  at 
the  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund’s  decision  not  to  pull  out  of  the  benefit 
showing  of  the  musical  Miss  Saigon. 

While  we  all  recognize  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  obtaining  financial  support  for 
queer  organizations.  Lambda’s  profiting 
from  a  racist  and  sexist  portrayal  of 
Vietnamese  people  calls  into  the  question  the 
Fund’s  ability  and  desire  to  pursue  the  rights 
and  defend  the  cultures  of  lesbian,  gay  and 
bisexual  Asian  Americans.  Lorri  Jean,  a 
member  of  the  Lambda  board’s  executive 


By  David  Lund 

Question:  Neither  my  lover  nor  1  believe 
that  either  of  us  will  have  a  taxable  estate.  Is 
it  necessary  to  have  any  documents  other 
than  a  simple  will,  outlining  the  distribution 
of  our  property. 

Answer:  Yes,  it  is  extremely  important  for 
lesbians,  gay  men  and  couples  to  have 
detailed  plans  regarding  their  estates.  This  is 
so  regardless  of  how  well  one  gets  along  with 
one’s  family,  as  there  is  always  the  chance 
that  the  family  may  become  greedy  during 
their  bereavement.  In  order  to  plan  properly 
your  estate,  many  considerations  must  be 
addressed,  due  to  the  fact  that  there  are  many 
traps  for  the  unwary  and  a  lot  of 
misinformation  innocently  disseminated 
which  can  cause  serious  problems  after  your 
death.  Depending  on  your  circumstances,  you 
may  well  be  advised  to  hold  real  property 
and  personal  property  in  joint  tenancy  with 
your  lover,  and  thus  minimize  the  size  of 
your  property  estate. 

Essentially,  what  a  joint  tenancy  does  is 
provide,  that  by  operation  of  law,  upon  the 
death  of  the  first  joint  tenant  to  die,  the 
surviving  joint  tenant  becomes  the  sole 
owner  of  the  property.  This  tenancy  is 
effective  with  real  estate,  bank  accounts, 
investment  accounts,  stock  portfolios  and 
other  items  of  property  the  title  to  which  is 
indicated  by  writing. 

The  downside  of  holding  property  in  this 
manner  is  that  difficulties  can  arise  when  a 
relationship  dissolves  prior  to  the  death  of 
one  of  the  partners. 

I  strongly  recommend  that  anybody 
holding  property  in  this  way  hold  it  subject  to 
a  contract,  one  provision  of  which  would  be 
an  agreement  to  dissolve  the  joint  tenancy  in 
favor  of  a  tenancy  without  survivorship 
rights  on  demand.  Additionally,  such  a 
contract  should  provide  for  a  detailed 
enumeration  of  each  party’s  fiscal 


committee,  restates  the  issue  as  a  choice 
between  something  “that  will  determine  or 
affect  certain  aspects  of  our  community” 

( San  Francisco  Bay  Times,  April  1991,  p.  7). 
Yet,  is  this  not  precisely  to  suggest,  once 
again,  that  relatively  large,  institutionalized, 
and  secure  groups  within  our  diverse 
communities  can  and  will  speak  for  all  of 
“us”  without  regarding  the  specificities  of 
our  racial,  cultural,  and  gender  histories?  We 
refuse  to  allow  Lambda  to  rearticulate  some 
notion  of  a  “general  population”  in  order  to 
secure  its  own  position  as  a  leader  in  the 
struggle  for  the  legal  protection  of  the  lives 
of  queer  people. 

Of  course,  we  certainly  understand  that 
the  financial  health  of  Lambda  would  be 
seriously  affected  by  the  cancellation  of  the 
benefit  performance  at  this  late  date.  If 
protecting  against  a  substantial  loss  is  the 
only  concern,  however,  why  then,  has 
Lambda  rejected  the  request  by  lesbian  and 
gay  members  of  the  Asian  American 
community  to  address  the  audience  before 
the  show?  In  this  way,  perhaps,  an  urgent 
situation  fraught  with  oppressive  racial  and 
sexual  dynamics  could  have  been  at  least 
somewhat  ameliorated  by  opening  up  future 
possibilities  for  an  anti-racist  and  anti-sexist 
political  education  among  the  queer  or 
queer-supportive  people  in  the  audience. 

On  one  level,  the  issue  is  one  of  sensitivity 
to  the  many  cultural  concerns  raised  by  and 
affecting  lesbians  and  gay  men.  On  a  more 
important  level,  however,  we  feel  this  matter 
is  a  question  of  trust,  communication,  and 
coalition  building.  That  four  Asian  American 
groups — Asian  Lesbians  of  the  East  Coast, 
Bay  Asian  Pacific  Islander  Men  of  New 
York,  Asian  Pacific  Sister,  and  Gay  Asian 
Pacific  Associations — as  well  as  the 
National  Minority  AIDS  Council,  which  last 
year  turned  down  an  opportunity  to  hold  a 
benefit  using  Miss  Saigon,  find  the 
production  to  be  offensive  ought  to  be  taken 
seriously  as  an  occasion  for  Lambda  and 
indeed  all  primarily  white  organizations 
working  for  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual  people 
to  listen  to  and  learn  from  people  of  color 
and  of  all  sexualities. 

Perhaps  at  this  juncture  it  would  also  be 
well  to  add  that  in  the  present  context  of  a 
growing  national  jubilation  over  the  recent 
Allied  victory  over  Iraq,  it  can  be  considered 
necessary  for  all  queer  people  to  balk  at  your 
decision  to  profit  from  a  play  which  takes  as 
its  premise  the  apparent  “justice”  of  a  U.S. 
soldier  returning  to  a  Third  World  country  in 
order  to  offer  “his"  child  a  life  in  the  country 
whose  imperialist  military  venture  made  life 
so  hard  in  the  child’s  own  country  and 
leaving  the  child’s  mother  to  die  in  self¬ 


contributions  to  the  property  which  would  be 
updated  on  a  quarterly  or  annual  basis.  This 
is  important  whether  or  not  the  relationship 
dissolves  because  it  can  be  used  as  evidence 
to  determine  the  deceased  person’s  share  in 
the  joint  property  for  estate  tax  purposes.  By 
placing  the  property  into  a  joint  tenancy  with 
a  protective  contract,  one  effectively  removes 
such  property  from  his  or  her  probate  estate. 

It  is  important  here  to  make  a  brief 
distinction  between  one’s  gross  estate  for  tax 
purposes  and  one’s  probate  estate.  The 
probate  estate  is  that  part  of  the  estate  which 
falls  under  the  control  of  the  executor  and 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  probate  court; 
that  is,  any  property  which  passes  under  your 
will.  This  property  is  subject  to  an  estate 
contest.  The  taxable  estate  includes  all 
property  that  passes  upon  your  death. 

Life  insurance  proceeds  are  another  part  of 
your  estate  which  can  be  removed  from  the 
probate  estate  and  thus  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
probate  court  by  naming  the  one  you  intend 
to  be  the  beneficiary  of  the  policy  outright.  If 
one  names  one’s  estate,  the  proceeds  of  the 
policy  then  becomes  subject  to  a  will  contest 
and  also  significantly  enhance  the  desirability 
of  your  next  of  kin  proceeding  against  the 
estate,  since  a  larger  estate  is  more 
susceptible  to  contest.  The  proceeds  of  your 
life  insurance  policies,  of  course,  are  subject 
to  estate  tax,  unless  you  have  complied  with 
the  very  stringent  IRS  regulations — the 
nature  and  scope  of  which  are  beyond  the 
scope  of  this  article. 

In  addition  to  estate  planning,  it  is 
important  to  do  some  life  planning, 
particularly  where  one  is  involved  in  a 
relationship  and/or  has  a  family  with 
different  “ideas”  than  your  own  about  how 
you  would  like  to  be  treated  in  the  event  that 
you  are  ill  or  incapacitated.  The  solution  to 
this  is  a  durable  power  of  attorney,  naming  a 
lover  or  close,  trusted  friend  as  your  power  of 
attorney  to  perform  a  variety  of  acts  in  the 


plan 

event  of  your  disability  or  incapacity.  In 
addition  to  the  power  of  attorney,  it  is 
recommended  that  one  also  execute  a  health 
care  proxy.  The  health  care  proxy,  which  was 
signed  into  law  in  December  of  1990, 
provides  that  one  can  name  another 
individual  to  act  in  her  or  his  stead  when  he 
or  she  is  unable  to  make  decision  affecting 
medical  treatment  for  him  or  her  self. 

Incorporated  into  this  can  be  one’s  desire 
as  to  the  use  or  non-use  of  certain  life 
sustaining  treatments,  much  like  a  living  will. 
A  living  will,  while  not  a  document 
authorized  by  Massachusetts  law,  is 
important  to  have  in  one’s  portfolio  of  living 
documents.  Should  you  not  want  life 
sustaining  or  extending  treatment  in  the  event 
of  terminal  illness,  your  stated  desire  to  that 
effect  will  be  in  writing  and  could  be 
enforced  by  a  court.  This  is  important  in  the 
event  that  your  physician  and/or  family 
disagrees  with  your  wishes  and  attempts  to 
place  you  on  certain  life  sustaining  devices  or 
perform  certain  life  sustaining  procedures. 
Many  or  all  of  these  documents  are  quite 
necessary  for  gay  men  and  lesbians  in  order 
that  your  wishes  and  values  may  be  carried 
out  by  your  life  partner  or  close  friend,  as 
opposed  to  family. 

The  above  has  been  a  superficial  and 
cursory  treatment  of  very  important  issues.  I 
strongly  suggest  that  you  contact  an  attorney 
in  order  that  you  and  the  attorney  may  sit 
down  and  discuss  your  individual  situation 
and  determine  how  and  if  the  above  will 
apply  to  you. 

David  Lund  is  the  senior  attorney  in  the 
law  firm  of  David  R.  Lund  and  Associates, 
P.C.  and  has  been  practicing  law  for  ten 
years. 

Reprinted  with  permission  of  the  Greater 
Boston  Business  Council. 


sacrifice. 

It  is  not  enough  at  this  point  merely  to 
acknowledge  that  your  organization  has 
made  a  mistake.  We  insist  that  the  entire  staff 
of  the  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund  take  ongoing  trainings  which  deal  with 
racism,  sexism,  and  cultural  diversity;  that 
Lambda  institute  an  affirmative  action  hiring 
policy;  that  it  announce  its  active  support  for 
multicultural  ism  and  coalition-building  both 
inside  and  outside  of  the  queer  community  in 
the  pursuit  of  lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights; 
and  that  Lambda  work  with  and  listen  to 
GAPIMNY,  ALEC,  APS,  and  GAPA  in 
order  to  come  to  a  resolution  of  this 
situation. 

Sincerely, 

The  members  of  QUEERS  (Queers  United 
to  Examine  and  Eliminate  Racism  and 

Sexism,  a  focus  group  of  Queer  Nation/SF) 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Proud  and  equal 

Dear  GCN; 

Greetings. 

I  am  a  young  man  of  color  that  is  gay  and 
in  prison  that  receives  your  publications 
through  your  prison  program  which  I  greatly 
appreciate. 

The  purpose  of  this  letter  unfortunately  is 
not  one  of  praise  but  rather  to  express  a 
sense  of  great  disappointment  in  your  lack  of 
information  and  Black  awarenenss  during 
Black  history  month. 

For  one  thing  I  don’t  feel  that  Black 
history  in  itself  much  less  the  celebrated 
month  should  have  been  based  on  the 
sexuality  of  its  people.  Black  history  is  a 
very  ignored  part  of  this  country’s  past,  not 
to  mention  being  an  endangered  part  of  the 
present,  with  a  slim  chance  of  survival  for 
the  future. 

Secondly  we  as  gay  men  and  women  of 
color  are  not  afforded  the  luxury  of  open 
sexuality  as  many  of  our  white  counterparts 
are,  especially  in  the  workforce  because  we 
are  people  of  color  first  to  the  eyes  and 
minds  of  society,  not  the  professional  our 
skills  make  us. 

For  years  the  community  has  fought 
against  the  discrimination  of  gayness,  and 
the  right  to  be  gay  proudly  as  well  as  openly, 
but  here  the  gay  community  used  that  same 
discrimination  in  reverse.  There  are  many 
sources  of  people  of  color  that  are  gay  and 
successful.  One  of  those  sources  is  a  book 
called  In  The  Life. 

In  general,  I  praise  your  publication,  but  as 
a  gay  man  of  color,  I  would  appreciate 
seeing  the  leaders  of  color  given  credit  and 
respect  for  their  contributions  in  up-lifting 
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the  morality  and  keeping  the  dream  of  ethnic 
equality  alive.  For  may  they  have  been  gay 
or  straight,  the  freedom  that  they  fought  and 
often  died  for  paved  a  way  for  each  gay  man 
and  woman  of  color  to  hold  their  heads  high 
and  say  with  pride,  “I  am  Black,  I  am  gay, 
and  I  am  equal." 

Respectfully, 
Edward  Love 
39369  P.O.  Box  2500 
Lincoln,  ME  68502 

A  damn  proud  walk 

Dear  GCN: 

I  feel  so  compelled  to  respond  to  the  many 
letters  that  I  see  printed  from  our  locked 
down  brothers  and  sisters. 

The  letter  from  Ricky  Esto  in  Ohio,  ( GCN 
March  4-10)  said  a  lot.  I  see  so  many 
comments  like,  “We  were  forced  to  go  to 
protective  custody,  sold  into  slavery, 
escorted,  raped,  beaten,”  and  100  other 
things.,  denied  equal  jobs,  housing,  pay,  etc... 
Well  my  message  is  clear,  you  won’t  get  shit 
on  a  PC  unit,  and  if  you  allow  it,  yes  you 
will  be  sold.  Also  if  you’re  too  weak  to 
resist...from  fear,  yes  they’ll  take  your  shit 
and  rape  you. 

The  answer  to  lots  of  these  problems  lies 
within  ourselves.  The  term  “sissie”  doesn’t 
have  to  be  defined  as  weak.  I’ve  taken  many 
graceful  ass  whippings,  given  a  few,  either 
way  it  earned  my  respect.  I  mean  no  shakes 
nor  bows  when  I  walk  by,  but  they  aren’t  so 
quick  to  fuck  with  me  knowing  I  won’t  run 
when  they  say  boo!  It’s  much  easier  to  wear 
bruises,  or  stitches  if  need  be,  than  to  feel 
defeat  by  some  homophobic  idiot  who  seeks 
to  prove  his  manhood  by  pressuring  a  gay. 
The  bruises  go  away,  pride  and  dignity  once 
destroyed  is  seldom  regained. 

Take  note,  stand  tall  and  demand  to  be 
treated  as  equal,  or  whimper  and  run  in  fear. 
As  much  as  people  on  the  outside  can  do, 
they  cannot  change  the  way  that  our 
homophobic  peers  feel  towards  us,  we  must 
do  this.  If  you’re  only  one,  cool  others  will 
follow  you.  If  we  do  all  possible  for 
ourselves,  sacrifice,  work  and  battle  if  need 
be,  assistance  will  come.  Remember,  there  is 
an  old  saying  that  one  must  crawl  before 
they  walk.... 

Brothers,  sisters,  fear  not  crawling  for  that 
crawl  can  quickly  turn  into  a  damn  proud 
walk.... 

In  strength, 
Jackie  Johnson 
CCH-175 
PO  Box  41 
Mich.  City,  IN  46360 

VS  •  APRIL  21 -MAY  4,  1991  •  5 


Florida 
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existing  legal  guidelines  for  health  care 
safety.  “The  law  is  very  clear,”  said  Cooper, 
adding  that  HIV  cannot  be  singled  out  for 
strict  regulation  “unless  there  is  a  significant 
risk  of  harm  to  the  patient"  So  far,  she  said, 
“there  has  been  no  medical  or  scientific 
evidence  presented  that  could  lead  one  to 
conclude  that  that  level  of  risk  exists.” 

CDC  ideas,  popular  ideas 

AAFHR’s  Schatz  said,  however,  that  he 
“fundamentally  hold[s]  the  CDC 
responsible”  for  the  enthusiasm  around 
restrictive  legislation.  Although  the  CDC 
seems  to  have  backed  away  from  favoring 
mandatory  testing  or  disclosure  of  HIV 
status,  Schatz  said,  the  rumored  system  of 
requiring  the  approval  of  professional  panels 
simply  gives  politicians  power  to  take  their 
own  restrictive  measures.  “By  appearing  to 
be  ready  to  release  guidelines  that  seem 
moderate,”  said  Schatz,  “[CDC  officials] 
allow  right-wing  politicians  to  do  their  dirty 
work  for  them.”  The  profusion  of  state-level 
bills  is  evidence  of  this,  he  said. 

Jeff  Levi,  staff  member  at  the  AIDS 
Action  Council  in  Washington,  said  he  was 
also  concerned  that  the  purported  CDC 
guidelines  will  spur  on  conservative 
legislators.  In  turn,  Levi  added,  lawmakers 
will  probably  send  a  message  to  their 
constituents  that  only  close  monitoring  of 
health  professionals  will  prevent  the 
transmission  of  HIV.  “The  danger  is  that 
there  will  be  a  sense  of  panic,”  he  told  GCN. 

Unfortunately,  Levi  added,  it  is  difficult 
for  AIDS  activists  to  counteract  popular 
conceptions  of  how  HIV  is  transmitted. 
“Trying  to  teach  people  about  this  doesn’t 
address  people’s  fears,”  he  said. 
Furthermore,  said  Levi,  the  widespread 
attention  to  each  new  case  of  doctor-patient 
transmission  makes  AIDS  education  even 
harder.  “Every  time  we  think  we’ve  calmed 
people  down  about  how  this  disease  is 
transmitted,  something  else  comes  up.”  The 
Florida  governor’s  sudden  move  is  simply 
the  latest  example  of  that  difficulty,  he  said. 

‘Absolutely  unpredictable* 

Allan  Terl,  a  gay  Ft.  Lauderdale  attorney 
and  the  director  of  the  Broward  County 
Commission  on  AIDS,  told  GCN  he  wasn’t 
sure  if  Florida  will  become  the  first  state  to 
actually  pass  health  care/HIV  legislation. 
“The  legislature  goes  out  of  session  next 
week,”  said  Terl,  “so  the  odds  are  slim  that 
anything  will  pass.”  He  added  that  legislators 
will  probably  hold  a  special  budget  session 
sometime  during  the  summer,  however,  and 
that  the  issue  could  be  raised  at  that  time.  At 
this  point,  he  said,  “It’s  absolutely 
unpredictable." 

—filed  from  Boston 

Connecticut 

Continued  from  page  I 

chamber.  The  1987  version  of  the  bill  passed 
the  House,  was  amended  to  specify  religious 
exclusion  by  the  Senate,  and  then  died  in  a 
painful  73-73  House  vote.  In  1989  another 
version  of  the  bill  was  defeated  in  the  House 
by  a  78-71  vote. 

Internal  support 

Many  gay  rights  advocates  said  that  the 
emergence  of  an  openly  gay  legislator  in  the 
House  was  a  positive  factor  in  the  bill’s 
success. 

Grabarz  has  supported  the  Connecticut 
struggle  for  a  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights  bill 
since  1984,  both  as  a  lobbyist  and  as  a 
representative.  After  winning  as  an 
incumbent  in  last  fall’s  election,  Grabarz 
came  out  on  Dec.  17,  1990  as  Connecticut's 
only  openly  gay  official. 

One  coalition  activist  present  during 
Grabarz’s  coming  out  speech  told  GCN, 
“When  Joe  talked,  you  could  hear  a  pin  drop 
in  the  usually  noisy  House  floor,  where 
people  are  generally  eating  and  talking. 
Many  of  us  were  moved  to  tears  because  it 
was  very  real  and  personal.” 

“I  tried  as  best  as  I  could  to  represent  as 
much  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  as  I 
can,"  said  Grabarz.  “Several  members  of  the 
legislature  said  my  speech  the  night  of  my 
coming  out  impacted  how  they  voted,"  he 
added. 

“No  longer  could  people  in  the  legislature 
stand  up  and  say,  as  they  had  every  year,  ‘I 
don’t  know  a  gay  person,’”  echoed  Coalition 
co-director  Meg  Bachtel. 

Looking  towards  the  future,  Grabarz  said 
that,  “there  needs  to  be  a  continuing 
emphasis  on  education  in  the  non- 
gay/lcsbian  community.”  He  said  he 
encourages  people  to  come  out  “because  that 
will  make  the  bill  mean  more.” 

Connecticut’s  passage  of  a  state  gay  and 
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lesbian  civil  rights  bill  may  impact  attempts 
to  secure  national  legislation.  “Every  state 
we  get  helps  to  push  the  national  effort 
ahead,”  said  Eric  Rosenthal  of  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund  in  Washington,  D.C.. 
Four  of  Connecticut’s  six  U.S. 
Representatives  presently  sponsor  the 
national  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights  bill. 
Rosenthal  predicted  that  the  Connecticut  bill 
“may  lead  to  one  senator  and  another 
representative  joining  on.” 

—filed  from  Boston 

Council  race 

Continued  from  page  3 

organizations  during  his  campaign.  He  said 
that  although  he  knows  that  local  lesbian  and 
gay  voters  will  be  “sensitive  to  [Mason] 
because  he  is  a  gay  candidate,”  he  hopes  that 
his  gay-supportive  history  will  help  him. 

“The  gay  community  has  been  a  very 
integral  part  of  my  political  stance  over  the 
years,”  said  Hall.  “The  gay  vote  is  very 
important  because  I  am  trying  to  make  a 
progressive  coalition  my  base.  Any  piece 
missing  in  the  base  makes  the  whole  thing 
weak,”  he  said. 

‘Lively  and  substantive  debate’ 

Mark  Goshko,  Mason’s  campaign 
manager,  and  Hall  both  predict  that  local 
lesbian  and  gay  political  organizations  will 
endorse  a  number  of  different  at-large 
candidates.  Don  Gorton,  chair  of  the  Greater 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance, 
agreed  with  their  analysis,  and  said  that  he 
anticipates  that  there  will  be  “lively  and 
substantive  debate  around  the  endorsement 
issue”  between  the  members  of  his 
organization. 

“I  expect  that  both  Mason  and  Hall  will 
have  a  substantial  number  of  supporters  in 
the  Alliance,  just  as  they  will  have 
throughout  the  lesbian  and  gay  community,” 
said  Gorton,  adding,  “Both  candidates  have 
strong  claims  to  wide-scale  gay  and  lesbian 
backing.” 

Arline  Isaacson,  co-chair  of  the 
Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political 
Caucus,  said  that  she  thinks  the  race  between 
Mason  and  Hall  will  be  interesting.  “Both 
candidates  clearly  have  good  relations  with 
the  gay  community,”  she  said,  “and  both 
have  the  right  to  expect  community  support” 

□ 

Maine 
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the  floor  of  the  legislature  there  was  not  a 
single  opponent  of  the  bill  that  supported  the 
League,”  he  said.  “There  was  no  one  who 
complained  against  the  lifestyle  or  claimed 
the  discrimination  didn’t  exist.” 

Ryan  added,  “Knowing  it  takes  a  two- 
thirds  majority  to  override  a  veto,  those  on 
the  fence  were  discouraged  from  voting 
yes.” 

Following  the  defeat  of  the  bill  in  the 
Democrat-controlled  House,  Shannon  said  of 
the  legislators  who  voted  against  the  bill, 
“I’ve  never  seen  a  group  of  such  embarassed 
looking  people. 

“When  you  have  that  malaise  aggravated 
by  a  governor  called  Me  Veto,  and  you  can’t 
muster  a  two-third  override,  you  throw  up 
your  hands,”  concluded  Shannon.  “We’ve 
got  to  get  rid  of  the  governor,  bottom  line.” 

But  Ryan  said  she  was  inspired  by 
Connecticut’s  recently-passed  gay  rights  bill. 
“That  will  make  it  easier  for  us  eventually,” 
she  said. 

— filed  from  Boston 
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Dempsey.  “If  you  can’t  have  an  immediate 
impact  on  individual  behavior,  then  what  you 
can  do  is  at  least  make  [businesses  and 
institutions]  fear  that  they  will  have  to  pay 
money  if  they  don’t  take  the  necessary 
precautions  to  protect  women,”  she 
concluded. 

— filed  from  Boston 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS  C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 


1-800-339-2006 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 


Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Proof¬ 

readers 

We  are  looking  for  proofreaders  for 
Wednesday  nights.  If  you  are  interested  in 
proofreading  or  any  of  the  other  exdting 
volunteer  opportunities  available  at  Gay 
Community  News  please  call  426-4469. 
You  could  also  stop  by  our  convenient 
Back  Bay  office  In  person. 

GCN  •  62  Berkeley  Street  •  Boston.  MA  02116 


GCN  will  not 
publish  a  paper 
the  week  of 
April  27-May  3. 
Volume  18 
Issue  40  will 
come  out  May  4. 

Deadlines  for  Classified  and 
Display  Ads  for  Issue  40  will 
be  Monday,  April  29  at  noon. 


186  Hampshire  Street 

Cambridge,  MA  02139  •  (617)  876-5310 

A  10-minute  walk  from  the  Central  Square  T 


New  A  WOMEN’S 
RDS  BOOKSTORE 


Books  •  Journals  •  Records  &  Tapes 
Feminist  &  Multi-Cultural  Presses 
Cards  •  Posters 
Non-sexist  Children's  Books 


Full  mail  order  services  available 

10-6  Tues,  Wed,  Friday,  Sat  •  10-9Thurs  •  12-6  Sunday 


GLAD  DAY  BOOKSHOP 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  LITERATURE 


New  England's  most 
comprehensive  selection 
of  lesbian  fiction,  poetry, 
history,  spirituality, 
erotica,  videos,  cards, 
music  and  jewelry 


673  Boylston  St  (2nd  Floor)  Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  267-3010  Copley  Sq.  opposite  Boston  Public  Library 
Mon-Thurs 9:30  am-lOpm  •  Fri&Sat  9:30am-llpm  •  Sun  12-9pm 
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Risky  business 


High  Risk:  An  anthology  of  forbidden  writings  confronts 
censorship  by  transgressing  the  limits  and  asking  the  unaskable 


High  Risk:  An  anthology 
of  forbidden  writings 

Edited  by  Amy  Sholder  and  Ira 
Silverberg 

Plume,  New  York  1991 
$8.95  paper,  290pp. 

Reviewed  by  Mary  Dowd 

hat  is  art  in  the  1990s,  when 
desire  is  a  dangerous  thing?  What 
is  pornography  when  thousands  of 
dollars  are  spent  on  war  in  the  name  of 
patriotism?  What  is  the  furor  about  S/M 
when  discussing  child  abuse,  the  root  of  so 
much  despair,  is  still  taboo?  High  Risk,  an 
anthology  of  25  writers  compiled  by  two 
editors,  asks  many  of  these  questions  while 
seeking  to  break  the  bonds  of  categorization. 
In  this  “One  Tribe”  nation  categorized  by 
David  Wojnarowicz,  to  be  “other”  is  the 
height  of  subversion. 

The  thought  police  in  the  form  of  Rep. 
William  Danemeyer,  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  and 
others,  dictate  what  you  do  with  your 
anatomy,  your  sentences  and  images,  and  the 
people  with  whom  you  live.  (Never  mind 
what  you  read  and  think.)  To  transcend  the 
limits  posed  by  this  mediocrity  is  a  daring 
task,  one  compressed  by  the  AIDS  crisis, 
which  has  swollen  the  cause  of  the  religious 
right  still  further. 

While  the  right  wing  obsesses  with 
righteousness  and  calls  for  more  repression, 
artists  struggle  against  the  odds.  Drowning  in 
their  desperate  efforts  to  keep  their 
convictions  alive,  there  is  little  room  to 
explore  sexuality  or  look  beyond  the  bounds 
of  traditional  contemporary  art.  If  they  want 
to  live  in  safety,  their  aesthetics  must  be 
manufactured  to  fit  the  norm,  not  challenge 
or  provoke  thought. 

High  Risk  transforms  the  stereotypes  of 
“gay”  and  “straight"  and  "taboo"  and  “safe” 
to  a  naked  revelation  of  contemporary  life.  It 
is  life  beyond  the  reach  of  the  status  quo,  and 
rich  with  the  details  of  subversion.  This 
subversion  is  described  in  Manuel  Ramos 
Otero’s  “The  Exemplary  Life  of  Slave  and 
The  Master,”  and  chronicled  by  Cookie 
Mueller  in  “The  One  Percent."  It  is  a  similar 
subversion  to  that  which  so  many  Americans 
valiantly  struggle  to  hide:  incest,  bisexuality, 
abusive  relationships,  prostitution,  fear, 
fantasy,  sensuality  and  tenderness.  These 
articles  challenge  the  assumptions  of 
normality — they  own  their  otherness — and 
dispute  the  unequivocal  stance  of  censorship. 
In  that  challenge,  through  their  recognition  of 
sexuality,  for  their  own  accountability  for 
safer  sex,  and  a  capacity  to  transform  the 
norm,  they  display  resolutions  to  the 
demands  for  the  concordance  and  sameness 
that  plague  our  world. 

Almost  from  the  start,  this  work  is 
suffused  with  a  post-AIDS  reality.  What  are 
the  personal  and  social  realities  of  living  in  a 
world  consumed  by  homophobia  and  a 
plague  mentality  that  advocates  celibacy  as  a 
cure  for  the  epidemic?  In  this  primordial 
state,  to  question  pornography  as  a  means  of 
disseminating  safe  sex  material  is  simple 
heresy.  John  Preston  defies  the  polemics  in 


the  opening  essay,  “How  Dare  You  Even 
Think  These  Things?”  In  it  he  expunges  his 
own  anguish  at  his  diagnosis  with  HIV  and 
the  impositions  that  have  claimed  his 
freedom.  Some  right  wingers  think  that 
asserting  a  sexual  need  in  the  face  of  the 
epidemic  is  no  longer  a  constitutional  right,  if 
it  ever  was. 

Brutality  has  always  been  the  talisman  of 
those  who  seek  the  balm  of  censorship.  In 
our  society,  righteousness  is  the  Valium  of 
the  masses.  When  exploring  the  boundaries 
of  sadomasochism;  the  appeal  of  piercing 
and  body  modification;  and  the  marginal 
world  of  transexuality,  “conspiracy”  becomes 
the  watchword  for  a  New  World  Order.  How 
easy  to  find  these  “transgressions”  more 
reprehensible  than  poverty,  homelessness, 
pollutio,  or  the  education  crisis.  How  safe  it 
is  to  blame  the  rise  in  violence  and  the  drug 
war  on  sentiments  like  those  expressed  in 
William  Burrough’s  “Just  Say  No  to  Drug 
Hysteria”  or  Pat  Califia’s  drug  poem  “We 
Really  Should  Stop  This,  You  Know.”  What 
wild  wanton  spirits  would  dare  to  seek  this 
marginalization  and  alienation? 

In  redefining  the  free  love  of  the  ’60s 
during  the  post- AIDS  apocalyptic  era,  writers 
Kathy  Aker,  Dorothy  Allison  and  Mary 
Gaitskill  throw  away  the  myths  of  happy 
family  life  acceded  by  the  conformists.  This 
judicious  representation  of  brutality, 
domestic  violence  and  struggle  empowers 
women  trying  to  break  the  shame  and  fear 
propagated  by  the  antiseptic  whitewashing  of 
conventional  media.  What  if  the  average 
American  family  is  a  hellhole,  deprived  of 
tenderness  and  love,  supported  by  a  deranged 
conspiracy  of  state  monsters  illuminated  by 
Kathy  Aker?  How  to  deal  with 
misinformation  fed  to  us  by  conventional 
sources  that  would  have  us  believe  that  Mary 
Gaitskill’s  lurid  description  of  a  woman 
raping  another  woman  is  an  act  of  distorted 
perception  rather  than  a  consummation  of  the 
true  Amerikka? 

Within  this  framework,  editors  Amy 
Sholder  and  Ira  Silverberg  illuminate  the 
madness  of  racism  and  the  seeds  of  a 
climateric  insurrection  against  the  hypocrisy 
of  cultural  norms.  The  spectacle  of  the  NEA 
controversy  is  never  far  from  the  surface. 
David  Wojnarowicz,  himself  never  far  from 
the  hearts  of  GCN  readers,  includes  a  section 
of  the  landscape  of  urban  America  from  his 
forthcoming  book.  Close  to  the  Knives,  A 
Memoir  of  Disintegration.  He  portrays  the 
duality  of  a  land  of  crisp  green  lawns  where 
homicide  is  acceptable  but  homosexuality 
repulsive.  Indisputably,  Wojnarowicz  is  a 
writer  and  artist  who  articulates  the  vision  of 
a  future  where  judgementalism  is  the 
cannibal  of  the  past. 

Karen  Finley  wreaks  havoc  with  Helms’ 
vision  of  art,  a  vision  suffused  with 
superstition  and  haunted  with  accusations  of 
satanism  and  fanaticalism.  In  her  own  post- 
apocalyptic  monologue,  Finley  infuses 
mundane  domestic  details,  jokes  and 
innuendos  to  complete  her  challenge  to  the 
totalitarian  cause. 

High  Risk  is  an  anthology  of 
Continued  on  page  9 


A  sort  of 
homecoming 

Paul  Monette's  Half-Way  Home  is  a  romantic  masterpiece 
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Half-Way  Home 

Paul  Monette 

Crown  Publishers,  New  York,  1 991 . 
$20.00  cloth,  262  pp 

Reviewed  by  Walta  Borawski 

I  cry  and  laugh  a  lot  when  I’m  reading 
Paul  Monette;  his  new  novel  Half-Way 
Home  was  a  particularly  noisy 
experience  for  me.  I  have  a  permanent  edge 
against  the  smug  self-righteousness  of 
organized  religious  folk,  and  this  novel 
narrated  by  “Miss  Jesus”  pleased  me  no  end. 
Miss  Jesus  is  a  performance  artist  whose  real 
name  is  Tom  Shaheen.  Miss  Jesus  is  mostly 
retired;  Tom  Shaheen  has  AIDS.  He  has 
shortness  of  breath,  very  little  energy  much 
of  the  time,  and  KS  lesions  that  are 
sometimes  embarrassing  marks  and 
sometimes  weapons.  (“We  eat.  I  am  sorry 
now  I  didn’t  wear  a  shirt.  Not  because  I’m 
cold  but  because  I  did  it  to  show  off  my 
lesions.  Pure  spite,  to  get  back  at  him  for  the 
little  Olympian  swim  show  he  just  put  on.”) 

Miss  Jesus  is  living  with  AIDS  and  not 
much  else  in  a  borrowed  beach  house.  It 
belongs  to  Foo  Baldwin,  the  aunt  of  Gray 
Baldwin,  a  gay  man  of  about  50  and  some 
means.  Gray,  like  John  Hammond,  likes  to 
spread  his  money  in  the  direction  of  indigent 
artists,  the  more  outrageous  the  artist  the 
better.  He  has  been  a  fan  of  Miss  Jesus,  and 
he  lets  Tom  Shaheen  stay  in  the  beach  house; 
the  length  of  the  loan  is  unspecified,  but  it 
seems  to  be  a  “’til  death  do  us  part” 
arrangement. 

There  is  no  telephone  in  the  beach  house, 
just  an  old  black  and  white  television  that  is 
not  watched.  Tom  is  reading  Jane  Austen’s 
Emma,  which  he  says  he  may  finish  in  1993, 
but  reminds  himself  that  no  one  is  awaiting 
his  book  report.  Most  of  Tom’s  friends  are 
dead.  He  has  never  had  a  long-term  lover. 
His  family  can  be  summed  up  in  one  word: 
estranged. 

Of  course,  all  of  this  can  change. 

Tom’s  business  manager  is  his  lesbian 
friend  Mona,  a  chain-smoking  toughie  who 
adores  him  and  the  Miss  Jesus  character. 
Mona  runs  AGORA,  the  performance  art 
center  that  Tom  began  while  he  was  healthy. 
Miss  Jesus’s  greatest  triumphs  were  at  this 
small  Los  Angeles  club,  and  the  Christian 
Right  with  the  death  threats  and  placards  and 
spit  flocked  outside  as  religiously  as  the 
followers  of  Miss  Jesus  went  inside  for  the 
show.  Occasionally  Tom  gets  a  ride  from 
Gray  Baldwin  into  town  and  visits  the 
AGORA,  which  is  filled  with  blank  grant 
applications  and  too  many  cheap  ball  point 
pens  (the  site  was  formerly  a  pen  factory). 
Mona  is  always  happy  to  see  Tom,  and  puts 
up  with  Gray  until  she  learns  to  like  him,  and 
is  verbally  optimistic  that  Miss  Jesus  will 
return  to  the  stage. 

Tom  doesn’t  think  she  shall.  He  is  very 
tired.  The  80  steps  that  lead  from  the  beach 


to  the  beachhouse  are  sometimes  more  than 
he  can  handle,  and  solitude  is  not  scary  to 
him.  He  has  a  great  rapport  with  the  ocean 
and  the  things  that  grow  around  it.  He  likes 
storms.  He’s  immersed  in  his  Austen  novel, 
although  it  isn’t  often  he  can  concentrate  on 
it  for  very  long.  He  sleeps  a  lot. 

Once  Tom  lived  in  suburban  Connecticut, 
had  parents  and  a  brother.  His  father  drank, 
his  mother  stayed  more  or  less  silent  when 
her  husband  beat  her  sons,  and  brother  Brian 
was  a  hit  jock,  the  closest  thing  to  pride  and 
joy  the  father  could  acknowledge  (although 
he  also  physically  abused  Brian).  Brian 
would  force  his  younger  brother  to  blow  him, 
and  then  he  would  beat  on  him  for  being 
queer.  When  their  father  suffered  a  stroke, 
Brian  told  Tom  it  was  because  Tom  was  gay 
and  had  told  their  father.  Tom  hasn’t  seen 
Brian  in  about  10  years,  and  could  not  care 
less. 

Mona  and  Gray  sometimes  attempt  to 
bring  Tom  back  a  little  closer  to  life.  But  they 
both  love  him  very  much,  and  allow  him  to 
play  the  recluse.  Gray  brings  him  groceries. 
Mona  tells  him  what's  going  on  in  town. 

One  day  Tom’s  brother  Brian  shows  up 
unexpectedly,  and  Tom  immediately  needs 
someone  to  blame  for  the  visit.  Did  Mona  tell 
Brian  that  Tom  was  dying?  Certainly  Brian 
doesn’t  seem  the  sort  to  intuit  such  things.  He 
is  masculine,  in  the  worst  sense  of  the  word, 
and  muscular.  He  embodies  much  of  what 
Tom  has  long  desired  and  detested  in  a  man. 

“1  realized  something  today,”  says  Tom  to 
Mona  about  Brian.  “I  spent  fifteen  years 
trying  to  find  that  exact  body  and  drag  it  into 
my  bed."  Tom  is  ragged  with  contradictions 
when  it  comes  to  Brian. 

All  evening  I’ve  been  trying  to  find 
him  battered  and  soft,  but  it’s  not 
true.  He’s  beautiful  still,  and  even 
the  puffiness  in  his  face  has  soothed 
in  sleep....  The  last  thing  I  need  is 
this  mocking  reminder  that  life  goes 
on  for  straights,  mellowing  and 
ripening  into  an  ever-richer 
manhood.  In  the  glint  of  the  moon 
Brian’s  skin  fairly  radiates  with 
health.  The  bristling  hair  on  his  belly 
is  thick  with  hormones.  He’ll  be 
fifty,  sixty,  seventy  and  still  be 
winning  trophies.  And  I’ll  be  dead, 
dead,  dead.  Of  course  I  know  I  can’t 
blame  my  illness  on  Brian,  but  I  can 
still  hate  him  for  being  so  alive.  And 
the  deep,  deep  irrelevance  of  his 
shiny  life  with  the  peewee  games 
and  the  goldens,  I  can  hate  that  too. 

The  white-bread  sitcom  cutesiness 
and  the  lies  of  the  Nazi  church. 

Tom  would  much  prefer  Brian  had  not 
come,  that  the  “family”  slot  in  his  final  list  be 
long  since  crossed  off.  But  once  Brian  is 
there,  even  the  sound  of  him  pissing  in  the 
bathroom  nestled  between  their  two 
bedrooms  in  the  beachhouse  becomes  a 
loaded  situation. 

But  with  him  it’s  a  geyser,  a  long 
and  steady  stream  that  drums  the 
bowl  like  a  gust  of  tropical  rain.  I  am 
spellbound  by  the  sound  of  it.  I  can 
feel  the  exact  shape  of  my  brother’s 
dick — heavy  and  thick  with  a  flared 
head — more  clearly  than  my  own. 

The  pissing  is  brutally  sensual, 
beyond  erotic,  and  I’m  not 
especially  into  kink. 

It  is  an  odd  reunion,  all  the  effort  coming 
at  first  from  Brian’s  end,  but  we  soon  see  that 
he  too  has  wounds,  and  Tom  certainly  isn’t 
anxious  to  check  them  out. 

There  is  a  lot  of  meditation  on  family  in 
Half-Way  Home.  What  is  it?  Is  it  the  blood 
ties  of  the  nuclear  family?  Is  it  friends  like 
Mona  and  Gray  and  Aunt  Foo?  What  does  it 
have  to  do  with  Merle,  the  large  mysterious 
Native  American  man  who  hovers  in  the 
vicinity  of  Gray,  seeming  to  disapprove  of 
his  relationship  with  Tom?  Some  of 
Monette’s  inventions  and  decisions  may  be 
too  quaint  for  many;  he  is  a  romantic,  and 
this  is  a  very  romantic  novel.  It  is  not 
romantic  about  illness:  Tom  Shaheen  would 
appreciate  Camille  as  much  as  the  next 
queen,  but  when  he  starts  having  blank 
spaces  in  his  life  and  has  to  undergo  a  spinal 
tap,  there  is  no  question  that  his  illness  is 
colorful  only  to  the  extent  of  lesions  that  he 

Continued  on  page  9 
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Incorporating 
different  identities 


Lev  Raphael's  short  story  collection 
Dancing  on  Tisha  B’Av 

Lev  Raphael 

St.  Martin’s  Press,  New  York,  1990 
$16.95  cloth,  23 1pp. 

Reviewed  by  Gordon  Gottlieb 

hrough  the  mid  1970s,  the  release  of 
any  gay-  or  lesbian-themed  book  was 
an  event  in  itself.  Starved  as  we  were 
for  representations  of  our  lives,  we  embraced 
the  high  quality  and  the  schlocky  with  equal 
vigor.  (How  else  can  we  explain  the 
excessive  attention  paid  to  such  potboilers  as 
The  Frontrunner ?  In  retrospect,  I  am 
embarrassed  by  how  closely  I  tracked  every 
possible  effort  to  translate  this  second-rate 
melodrama  into  a  movie.) 

That  first  generation  of  post-Stonewall 
literature  (or  at  least  the  gay  male-oriented 
works)  tended  to  focus  on  life  in  the  big  city. 
Celebrating  gay  ghetto  life  in  urban  centers, 
many  books  revelled  in  the  insular  world 
created  by  a  particular  subset  of  gay  men.  A 
decade  later,  however,  writers  with  other 
world  views  have  emerged,  adding  to  the 
complexity  of  what  is  off-handedly  called 
“gay  life.”  This  richness  is  particularly 
vibrant  when  it  incorporates  the  different 
identities  we  have. 

Lev  Raphael  is  a  gay  man,  a  Jew,  and  (I’m 
assuming)  a  child  of  Holocaust  survivors. 

How  he  brings  together  these  different  parts 
of  his  life  in  a  collection  of  19  short  stories. 
Dancing  on  Tisha  B'Av,  is  a  particular  joy. 

He  writes  primarily  about  men  who,  for 
diverse  reasons  (family,  work,  closetedness), 


rwicri6  on 

TISH/ft£AV 


choose  to  brave  it  out  away  from  the  relative 
security  of  big  city  life,  cut  off 
geographically  or  emotionally  from  their 
families.  Raphael  effectively  portrays  the 
tensions  families  undergo  as  they  are  tossed 
between  the  love  of  their  son  or  their  brother 
and  the  revulsion  they  feel  for  whom  he  has 
become.  While  it  is  clear  on  whose  side 
Raphael  falls,  he  honestly  articulates  the 
Continued  on  page  II 


EIGHTH  ANNUAL 

Management 
&  Community 
Development 


47  one-  and  two-day  courses  providing 
professional  training  in: 

°  Nonprofit  Management 
°  Affordable  Housing 
°  Community  Economic  Development 
°  Building  Community  Organizations 


I  N  S  T  I  T  U 

June  3  -  8,  1991 

Lincoln  Filene  Center, 
Tufts  University,  Medford, 
02155  (617)381-3549 


COMPUTER  HELP 

■  software  ■  hardware  ■  networks 
■  maintenance  ■  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating 
small  business  practices  and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control.  We 
are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give 
your  needs  personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty-five 
years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help 
you  achieve  that  goal. 

HOSKEN  AND  ASSOCIATES 

8  Hillside  Street  ■  Boston,  Massachusetts  *02120 
John  Hosken  (61 7)  445-8130  •  FAX  (617)  442-6439 
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More  than  meets 
the  (private)  eye 

J.  M.  Redmann's  Death  by  the  Riverside  is  a  welcome  addition 
to  the  dyke  detective  genre 

some  liberal  “social  issue,”  like  abortion  or 
the  environment. 

I’d  really  love  to  say  that  my  favorite 
female  dick  is  a  dyke,  but  I’ve  read  a  few 
lesbian  private  eye  novels  and  I’ve  been 
generally  disappointed.  Unlike  Paretsky’s 
carefully-crafted,  well-written  stories,  many 
lesbian  detective  novels  go  the  way  of  much 
lesbian  fiction  in  general.  They  are  well- 
meaning  yet  ultimately  unsatisfying  efforts 
marked  by  outdated%acts  and  a  painfully 
sincere  political  consciousness. 

So,  imagine  my  surprise  at  finding  J.M. 
Redmann’s  Death  by  the  Riverside.  While 
it’s  not  quite  up  to  par  with  my  Paretsky 
standard,  it  comes  closer  than  anything  else 
I’ve  read  so  far.  In  a  potentially  explosive 
confrontation.  I’d  be  hard  pressed  to  choose 
between  Vic  and  Redmann’s  Micky  Knight, 
as  tough  as  they  come  and  committed  to  a 
brave  but  solitary  life. 

By  the  very  nature  of  featuring  a  strong 
lesbian  character,  the  book  is  blatantly 
political.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  neither 
righteously  dogmatic  nor  violently  apolitical; 
it’s  a  fun,  easy-to-read  mystery.  Death  by  the 
Riverside  is  another  example  that  helps  break 
down  the  sometimes  too  heartbreakingly 
accurate  stereotype  of  humorless  feminists 
and/or  lesbians. 

The  mystery  itself  is  fine,  involving  an 
illicit  drug  ring,  some  rather  powerful  and 
corrupt  local  officials,  and  an  old  Southern 
family  that  has  a  disproportionate  amount  of 
skeletons — and  other  things — hidden  in  its 
closets.  Running  parallel  to  the  legal 
investigation  of  the  case  is  Micky’s  attempt 
to  finally  make  peace  with  the  past  that  has 
haunted  her. 

Micky  is  surrounded  by  several  friends 
and  acquaintances  who  help  her  through  both 
her  professional  and  personal  journeys. 
Fortunately,  lots  of  her  friends,  who  are 
mostly  lesbians,  happen  to  work  in  really 
powerful  places,  like  the  district  attorney’s 
office  and  the  police  station.  This  allows 
Micky  to  do  some  fun  undercover  work  and 
gives  her  access  to  important  documents  and 
information. 

Death  by  the  Riverside  also  touches  on 
issues  involving  class,  race  and  geographic 
location.  These  issues  are  mostly  dealt  with 
in  terms  of  Mickey’s  relationship  to  her  good 
friend,  Danny  Clayton  (the  one  in  the  DA’s 
office): 

She  and  I  had  gone  to  college 
together,  two  poor  scholarship 
students  huddled  against  the  mass  of 
children  of  the  rich  and  powerful.  I 
think  we  had  been  accepted  so  that 

Continued  on  9 
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Death  by  the  Riverside 

J.M.  Redmann 

New  Victoria  Publishers, 

Norwich,  VT,  1990 
$8.95  paper,  243pp. 

Reviewed  by  Kelly  Gaines 

y  introduction  to  the  current  wave 
of  women's  detective  fiction  came 
by  way  of  a  book  on  tape  I  listened 
to  while  traveling  cross-country  with  a 
friend.  To  stave  off  the  interminable  boredom 
of  driving  (we  were  in  separate  cars),  my 
friend  and  I  traded  off  several  books  on  tape. 
These  included  a  Sidney  Sheldon,  which 
neither  of  us  could  get  through;  Carrie 
Fisher’s  Postcards  from  the  Edge,  which  was 
much  more  cynical  and  gritty  than  the  sugar- 
coated  movie;  and  Sara  Paretsky’s  Deadlock, 
which  featured  my  first  encounter  with  the 
uncompromising  VJ.  “Vic”  Warshawski. 

After  a  couple  of  years  of  reading  other 
entries  in  this  suddenly  booming  genre, 
Paretsky’s  books  remain  my  favorites.  I  think 
what  Paretsky  does  best  is  allow  her 
characters,  especially  her  main  one,  to  have 
and  express  real  feelings.  You  get  the 
impression  that  Vic  is  a  well-rounded,  three- 
dimensional  individual.  In  addition,  Paretsky 
always  presents  a  compelling  and  (usually) 
challenging  plot,  which  routinely  involves 
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We  are  looking  for  proofreaders  for  Wednesday  nights.  If  you  are 
interested  in  proofreading  or  any  of  the  other  exciting  volunteer 
opportunities  available  at  Cay  Community  News  please  call  426-4469. 
You  could  also  stop  by  our  convenient  Back  Bay  office  in  person. 

GCN  •  62  Berkeley  Street  •  Boston.  Massachusetts  02116 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-0098 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


Quality 

Printing 


for  a 
change 


(617)  524-6822 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker-controlled 
collective  and  a  union  shop,  can 
meet  your  complete  printing  needs, 
from  layout  to  bindery.  Call  us  for 
an  estimate  at  524  6822  Monday 
through  Friday,  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 


94  GREEN  STREET  •  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  •  02130 


\dd!ar!' 


presents 


j!  tenth  anniversary  celebration  with 

KATE  CLINTON 


Celebrate  10  years  of  (aughing  with 
9(ate  and  the  reCease  of  her  new  afbum! 

Saturday,  April  27 
5:30  &  8:30  &  $ 
Somerville  Theater 

(Davis  Sq.,  on  the  red  line.  Plenty  of  parking.) 
_  Tickets:  $16.50  &  $14.50  (all  seats  reserved) 

by  Sumo  Wifcon  e 

Tickets  at:  Somerville  Theater,  Ticketron,  Wood  &  Strings,  Arborway  Video, 

Out-of-Town,  ConcertCharge  &  Teletron  (800-582-8080). 

By  mail:  Check  or  m.o  and  SASE  to  Revolutionary  Acts!,  PO  Box  606,  Cambridge,  MA  02238. 

FOR  INFORMATION:  617/661-1252 


GET  HERE  EARLY...GET  IN  FREE 

EVERY  THURSDAY  AND  FRIDAY  BEFORE  10:30PM 


THE  BEST  IN  LIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
FOR  WOMEN  CONTINUES: 

MAY  1 1  •  TRET  FURE  AND  GUEST  CHRIS  DEPINTO  •  8  PM 
JUNE  8  •  VIRGINIA  AND  THE  WOLF  •  8  PM 
JUNE  16  •  THERESA  TRULL  IN  CONCERT  WITH  JOHN  BUCCHINO 
AND  EXTRA  SPECIAL  GUEST  M'USS 


TICKETS  FOR  ALL  PERFORMANCES  ON  SALE  NOW! 


Thu  4PM-2AM.  Fri  4PM-2AM,  Sat  9PM-2AM.  Sun  9PM-  1AM 
823  Main  Street.  Cambridge.  MA  617-497-7200 


High  risk 
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unpredictable,  politically  unportrayable 
dualities.  To  read  this  paperback  is  to 
experience  the  unresolved  contradictions 
between  culture  and  class,  between  sexuality 
and  creativity.  The  margin  becomes  the 
conventional,  and  gives  us  a  perspective  that 
raises  new  questions. 

Which  social  structure  should  define 
perversion  and  the  rights  of  others  to  define 
their  pleasures?  Yours  or  mine?  High  Risk 
asks  the  kinds  of  questions  typified  by  Hattie 
Gossett’s  poem  “ain’t  nobodys  bidness  if  i 
do?’’ 

Are  all  human  beings  equally  endowed  with  an  inalienable 
right  to  enjoy  soul  satisfying  sex? 
do  i  have  a  right  to  enjoy  any  kind  of  sex  with  anybody 
anytime  and  anywhere? 

do  i  have  a  right  to  let  someone  tie  me  up  and  beat  me 
and  tittilale  my  clitoris  with  a  lighted  cigarette? 
do  children  have  sexual  rights? 
do  i  have  a  right  to  earn  my  living  as  a  prostitute? 
do  i  have  a  right  to  look  at  pornographic  pictures? 
did  your  parents  tell  you  that  it  is  nasty  to  touch 
yourself  down  there? 

do  fat/old/physically  or  mentally  challenged  people 
have  a  right  to  wear  bikinis  or  shortsor  see-thru 
shirts  or  tight  pants? 

do  you  tell  your  children  that  it  is  nasty  to  touch 
themselves  down  there? 
do  i  have  a  right  to  refuse  to  rent/sell/lease  my 
property  to  you  if  you  enjoy  a  kind  of  sex  i  don’t 
approve  of? 

do  i  have  a  right  to  pose  for  pornographic  pictures? 
do  women  have  a  equal  right  with  men  to  be  topless 
in  public? 

do  i  have  a  right  to  buy  the  services  of  a  prostitute? 
do  i  have  a  right  to  deny  my  lover/spouse  the  right  to 
sex  if  i  am  tired  and  don’t  feel  like  being  bothered? 
does  my  lover/spouse  then  have  a  right  to  kick  my  ass? 
do  i  have  the  right  to  sing  the  masochistic  blues? 
if  you  find  you  lover/spouse  exercising  her/his 
sexual  rights  in  bed  with  someone  else  what  are 
your  rights? 

All  of  these  questions  that  are  raised  by 
the  High  Risk  anthology  may  provoke  some 
answers.  □ 

"ain't  nobody’s  bidness  if  i  do?"  ©  Hattie  Gossett,  reprinted 
with  permission. 

Monette 
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thrusts  in  the  faces  of  his  brother  and  his 
AGORA  audience.  He  is  a  man  in  his  thirties 
with  the  limitations  of  a  person  far  older,  and 
though  he  scorns  much  of  what  makes  life 
life,  he  isn’t  immune  to  a  chance  encounter 
with  a  gorgeous  surfer,  and  he  isn’t  immune 
to  the  pain  of  the  brother  who  repeatedly 
beat  on  him  during  their  shared  childhood 
and  adolescence. 

How  much  enjoyment  is  to  be  had  in  these 
pages  depends  much  on  the  romantic 
quotient  of  the  reader.  If  a  reader  believes  it 
is  next  to  incredible  that  someone  fairly 
advanced  into  terminal  illness  could  be 
attractive  to  someone,  could  become  lovers 
at  the  last  minute  with  someone,  Half-Way 
Home  will  be  difficult  to  fully  appreciate. 
And  for  those  who  choose  to  believe  that  a 
person’s  erotic  life  ends  with  an  AIDS 
diagnosis,  the  love  scenes,  torrid  as  any  pre¬ 
plague  fiction,  will  stretch  the  imagination. 
“The  shot  burst  in  my  mouth  with  a 
soundless  roar,  tide  from  an  inland  sea.  The 
first  taste  I’d  had  in  years,  so  sweet  I 
would’ve  sobbed  if  my  throat  hadn’t  been  so 
full.” 

Monette  does  not  stint  on  sex  any  more 
than  he  does  on  the  indignities  of  illness,  and 
he  certainly  knows  how  to  make  the  most  of 
a  borrowed  beach  house.  There  is  a  tower, 
and  when  the  windows  are  clean  one  can  see 
for  miles.  There  is  the  unforgettable 
sweeping  vision  of  the  healthy  brother 
carrying  the  ill  brother  up  80  stairs. 

He  moves  in  a  lumbering  crouch 
across  the  sand,  somehow  without 
any  jostle,  as  if  he  knows  how  to  use 
his  powerful  legs  as  shock 
absorbers.  My  face  keeps  nodding 
against  his  wet  hair.  I’m  trying  to  be 
as  light  a  burden  as  I  can,  my  hands 
away  from  his  throat  so  I  won’t 
choke  him. 

There  is  the  kindness  of  strangers — the 
surfer  taking  time  out  to  give  a  lesson  on  the 
importance  of  one’s  first  surfboard  (a  lesson 
which  easily  applies  to  love);  brothers 
seething  with  hatred  but  needing  to  get  past 
it;  a  lesbian  buddy  who  wants  to  reseduce 
her  friend  into  life  and  work;  an  older  man 
who  tentatively  keeps  coming  closer;  an 
ocean  that  doesn’t  stop  with  its  bag  of 
dramatic  tricks. 

Yes,  I  can  easily  see  the  sardonic  reader 
putting  this  down  as  romance,  China  House 
with  an  AIDS  sensibility  and  better  cover  art. 
But  the  truth  is,  Monette  deals  with  AIDS  as 
head-on  as  Allen  Barnett  or  John  Weir  or  any 
of  the  best  proponents  of  AIDS  literature  so 


far,  and  he  adds  to  this  his  very  cinematic 
view  of  the  world.  True  it  is  Trancas,  a  small 
community  in  the  Los  Angeles  area,  and  the 
very  existence  of  the  surfing  stranger  may 
bring  snickers  to  some  of  us  in  the  Northeast. 
But  also  true  is  that  it  doesn’t  take  much  to 
believe  in  this  world. 

It’s  ultimately  just  another  end  of 
America,  a  place  that’s  mostly  sunny,  but 
that  isn’t  very  picture  postcard  when  your 
doctor  has  warned  you  never  to  go  out  with 
less  then  SP-30  sunblock.  And  the  waves  are 
high  and  consistent,  but  you’ve  no  energy 
left  to  battle  the  undertow.  And  people  get 
naked  in  public  places  more  than  we  do  here 
in  Boston,  but  one  still  has  to  deal  with  how 
eyes  meet  one’s  lesions.  The  terrain  is 
idyllic,  if  touched  by  the  problems  and  pain 
universal  in  the  AIDS  pandemic.  And  though 
Tom  Shaheen  is  as  vivid  and  as  larger-than- 
life  as  Scarlett  O’Hara,  he  is  also 
recognizable,  a  purveyor  of  traits  that  many 
of  us  queens  who  attempt  to  be  special  carry' 
about  with  us.  And  those  of  us  who  carry 
HIV  around  owe  more  than  a  bit  of  gratitude 
to  Paul  Monette,  who  makes  a  person  living 
with  AIDS  not  only  a  reliable  narrator,  but  a 
cherishable  character,  and,  for  Christ’s  sake, 
a  love  interest.  □ 
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that  Northeastern  snob  school  could 
claim  it  had  a  black  and  a  Cajun 
from  the  Bayou  State. 

After  going  to  school,  Micky  returns  to 
her  home,  New  Orleans,  where  the  book  is 
set.  There  are  no  profound  revelations  and 
nothing  said  in  an  entirely  new  way,  but,  as  a 
native  Southerner  myself,  it  was  refreshing 
to  see  a  dyke  story  set  somewhere  besides 
euphoric  San  Francisco  or  trendy  New  York. 
As  far  as  the  class  and  race  stuff  goes,  it’s 
pretty  much  the  same:  no  earthshaking 
discoveries,  but  enough  political 
consciousness  to  satisfy  most  activist-type 
dykes. 

There’s  one  aspect  of  the  book  that  I  think 
Redmann  handles  particularly  well.  From  the 
outset,  it’s  pretty  obvious  that  Micky  has  a 
bit  of  a  problem  with  alcohol.  We,  the 
readers,  arc  the  only  ones  privy  to  the  details 
of  Micky’s  private  life  (i.e.,  how  much  she 
really  drinks  and  how  often),  but  her  friends 
are  definitely  aware  of  her  alcoholism.  At 
some  point  or  another,  many  of  her  friends 
“confront”  Micky  on  this  issue — some  to  a 
more  forceful  degree  than  others — but, 
ultimately,  they  see  Micky  as  an  autonomous 
adult,  whose  actions  are  out  of  their  control. 
They  can  express  concern,  but  they  can’t 
change  the  deep-seeded  pain  that  she  tries  to 
obliterate  through  drinking.  And,  as  angry  as 
they  become  towards  her,  they  love  her 
through  her  shortcomings. 

What  I  liked  about  this  part  of  the  book 
was  Redmann’s  refreshingly  realistic 
approach  to  the  subject  of  alcoholism  among 
politically-aware  lesbians.  Again,  because  of 
the  pressure  many  politically  conscious 
lesbians  feel  to  toe  the  line  on  any  given 
issue,  it  has  become  increasingly  difficult  to 
have  real  discussions  about  subjects  like 
alcoholism  or  substance  use. 

Many  lesbians  have  adopted  (almost 
unquestioningly,  in  my  opinion)  the  12-step 
model  or  at  least  variations  on  that  theme.  As 
a  result,  we  seem  to  have  created  a  feeling  in 
the  community  that  is  simplistic  and  based 
on  a  good/bad  dichotomy.  Women  who  are 
alcoholics,  even  if  they  are  lesbians  (goddess 
forbid),  are  sort  of  embarrassments  to  the 
community.  And,  even  if  we  feel  sorry  for 
than  and  try  to  “understand  their  pain,”  they 
can’t  ultimately  be  good  people  because  of 
their  “illness.”  In  Death  by  the  Riverside, 
we’re  presented  with  a  much  more  complex, 
believable  situation.  That  Micky  drinks  too 
much  is  a  part  of  her  character  and  does  not 
wholly  define  her.  No  one  “approves”  of  ha 
behavior,  per  se,  but  no  one  really  judges  her 
because  of  it  either. 

Redmann’s  treatment  of  the  subject  is 
subtle.  We  don’t  have  to  have  the  dangers  of 
alcoholism  described  to  us  in  lecture  form; 
it’s  assumed  that  we  understand  the  gravity 
of  the  situation.  We  don’t  have  to  be  told  that 
alcoholism  is  a  destructive  part  of  Micky’s 
life;  we  can  see  that  by  her  actions  and 
interactions.  Instead  of  echoing  the  same  old 
lines  we’ve  heard  a  million  times  before, 
Redmann  presents  us  with  a  fictional 
individual  who,  in  addition  to  having  a 
million  other  aspects  to  her  personality,  also 
drinks  too  much. 

I’ve  always  liked  any  piece  of  writing  that 
makes  you  think.  However,  after  years  of 
reading  theory  in  college,  I  turned  to 
mysteries  because  I  didn’t  want  to  think 
quite  so  much,  all  the  time.  Death  by  the 
Riverside  is  a  nice  compromise.  For  the  most 
part,  it’s  a  fast-paced,  relatively  superficial 
lesbian  detective  novel,  but,  if  you  read 
between  the  lines,  you’ll  Fmd  more  substance 
than  you  might  have  bargained  for.  □ 
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COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgeriy  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUMTY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

7  Haviland  St. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900x413 

ARCHITECTS 

MULLIKEN  ARCHITECTS  MC. 

161  Mass.  Ave.,  Suite  312 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)266-1123 
Jeffrey  Mulliken,  A!A 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  you  know  you  are  not 
required  to  have  your  car 
repaired  at  an  insurance 
recommended  repair  shop? 
JACK'S  AUTOBODY 
guarantees  all  work  for  2 
years.  Come  see  us  for  all  of 
your  auto  needs  (617)  320- 
9835,  9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 
Cambridge.  MA 
(617)868-3392 
T.  W.  F,  Sat:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 
•Repairs  -Parts  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02106 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 

BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  SI. 

Cambridge,  M A  021 39 
(617)876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  M A  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
t -6 17-669-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
I  do  windows  I 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
Cambridge/Somerville 
References  available 
(617)623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 

General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded,  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  *  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 

Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
dyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 


COUNSELING 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia.  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  lor 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

GREATER  PROVIDENCE  AREA 
Ros  Johnson,  LICSW 
(401)861-6768 
Psychotherapy  8  Consultation 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Centre, Tim  Rodden, 
MDiv  -  547-5338.  Mark 
Crosby,  MDiv  -  944-3341. 
Gay  affirmative  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indkr,  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame, 
Incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

ANDOVER 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Gerald  Matison.  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St..  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  8  gay 
men,  Individuals  8  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St..  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

ROHR  BAUGH  ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted.  Fees 
Negotiable 

TAPESTRY,  INC 

20  Sacremento  St. 
CAmbridge,  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

WOMEN'S  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 

Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
OR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR.  JOHN  BARNA 

581  Boylston  St.  4th  floor 
8oston,  M A  02199 
(617)  353-1500 

ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING  8 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA  Within 
100-mlle  radius  of  Boston. 
24-hr.  service  1-800-383-2978 
MA  lie#  A7299  •  NH  lie#  3697 
ME  lic#3269  D/B/A  P.Walach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)  926-4289 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 
DESKTOP  PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBLISHNG  SERVICE 

62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)  353-1925 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed  .-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  cotrplele  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair.  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5  Wed.-Fri. 
9-9  Wak-in  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Primary  health  care, 
counseling  HIV  care,  HIV 
testing,  women's  health  care 
7  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA02115 
(617)267-0900 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  8 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 

A  gay  physician  specializing 
In  health  care  for  the  gay  8 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Colurrfcus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture.  Chiropractic, 
Massage.  Polarity 

7  Haviland  St.  Boston,  MA 
(617)267-0900x269 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLUNS,  CLU 

Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-filrrV 
comrifls  actor.  Free  brochure 

8  introductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)  863-8448 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H 
MIC  KELSON 

8  Faneull  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston,  MA  (617)367-0414 


LEWINGER,  MASON  8 
DUFFY,  P.C. 

Hingham,  Ma.  (617)  740-1001 
(508)  224-6060 
Serving  Boston,  South  Shore 
to  Provfncetown 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  SL 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  GREATER  BOSTON 
BUSINESS  COUNCIL 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
business  and  the  professions 
"Boston's  Gay  Chamber  of 
Commerce"  24-hour  hotline 
(617)  446-7872 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 

Full  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

ERA  PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  St. 

Boston,  M A 021 30 

(617)  522-4600 

Trisha  Sollo,  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11 ,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  926-2536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 

761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/  AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accounts,  li 
126  State  St. 

Boston.  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

MARJORIE  E  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130  (617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

PTOWN*S  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths.  Fireplaces,  Full 
breakfast,  Cottages,  1  block 
to  beach,  5  min  walk  to  shops 
(508)  487-1616 

WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge.  MA02139 
(617)  497-7200  Th.4,  PM-2 
AM.  F  4  PM-2  AM,  Sat.  9  PM- 
2  AM,  Sun.  9PM-1  AM 


TAKING  ” THE  TEST " 


A  workshop  for  gay  men 
who  are  thinking  about 
taking  the  HIV  Antibody  test 

•  What  does  * the  test "  mean  ? 

•  Can  you  really  fight  HIV? 

•  What  about  insurance? 

•  Taking  the  test  again? 

•  What  are  the  medical  options? 

Do  you  feel  that  you  are  facing 
these  questions  alone?  You're  not. 

Join  other  gay  men  in  asking,  and  finding 
the  answers  to,  these  same  questions. 


Saturday,  May  4,  1991,  10AM-4PM 

At  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee 
131  Clarendon  Street,  4th  floor 


Admission  is  free  but  space  is  limited. 
Please  call  to  make  a  reservation  at: 
(617)  437-6200,  ext.  499. 

Sponsored  by  AIDS  ACTION 
and  Clinical  Partners 


"Malcolm  is  back!" 

How  To  Date 
A  Man:  Part  2 

A  Workshop  for  Gay  Men 


•  How  to  be  successful 

•  Getting  past  the  first  date 

•  Feel  good  about  yourself 

•  Safer  sex  strategies 


Join  Malcolm  McKay  of  Seattle’s 
Northwest  AIDS  Foundation 

Saturday,  May  18,  1991 
10  AM  -  4  PM 
AIDS  ACTION  Committee 
4th  floor,  131  Clarendon  St.,  Boston 

Due  to  the  overwhelming  response  to  Malcolm's 
visit  in  February,  he's  back  for  another  day  of 
serious  insight  and  penetrating  fun. 


Admission  is  FREE,  but  space  is  limited. 
Call  to  reserve  a  space  437-6200.  ext.  499 


Popular  Myths  About  AIDS:  #6 


FACT:  You  still  need  to  practice  safer  sex. 

If  you  are  both  already  infected  with  HIV, 
you  can  still  be  infected  with  another  strain 
of  the  virus  that  could  be  a  devastating 
second  assault  on  your  immune  system. 

Safer  Sex ,  Testing  &  Early  Treatment 

must  still  be  a  part  of  your  life 
and  can  keep  you  healthy  through  the  90’s. 

"It’s  not  over  yet. 

There  Is  still  time  for  us  to  win  the  fight!’’ 


For  information:  AIDS  ACTION  Line 
(617)  536-7733  or  (800)  235-2331 
Paid  for  by  AIDS  ACTION  Committee 


VOICEMAIL  PERSONALS  AND  MORE 


GAY  PARTY  LINE 

SPEAK  TO  MEN  FROM  ALL  OVER  THE 
WORLD  NO  RESTRICTIONS!! 

011-599-6868 

•regular  long  distance  toll  charges  apply 


’From  Poison 


Poison 

Continued  from  backpage 

the  theme  here  and  redemption,  in  the  classic 
Genet  manner,  comes  only  through 
degradation;  the  ascension  to  heaven  is 
attained  only  through  a  descent  into  hell. 

While  the  forms  of  “Hero”  and  “Horror” 
are  clearly  based  on  accessible  genre  types, 
“Homo”  has  an  odd,  quirky,  not  readily 
recognizable  look.  Haynes  has  produced  a 
highly  romanticized  mise  en  scene — a  sort  of 
dreamy,  pulp  fiction  sexual  fantasy  of  a 
prison — lit  in  lush  blues  and  shadows.  The 
contemporary  prison  settings  (the  time- 
placement  of  this  segment  is  the  1940s)  are 
darkly  lit  and  semi-realistic,  while  the 
flashbacks  to  the  earlier  reform  school  days 
are  filled  with  cheerfully  bright  pastels  and 
patently  concocted,  bucolic  sets  that  remind 
you  of  photographs  from  mid-1970s  People’s 
Republic  of  China  calendars. 

“Homo”  careers  between  a  world  of  not- 
so-innocent,  slightly  rough  trade  sexual 
fantasy  and  a  picture  postcard  vision  of 
erotic  domination,  submission  and 
redemption.  Haynes  stated  (again  in 
Interview)  that  Poison  was  an  “attempt  to 
reassert  the  sexual  identity  of  the 
homosexual  protagonist,  but  also  to  call  into 
question  where  you  fit  in  the  culture  and  if 
you  even  want  to.”  This  is  certainly  one  of 
the  clear  messages  of  “Homo,”  as  Haynes 
glorifies,  in  scene  after  scene,  the 
transcendence  of  the  outlaw  and  the 
impossibility  of  functioning  as  a  morally 
responsible  person  within  the  strictures  of  an 
essentially  immoral  society. 

Although  much  of  “Homo”  takes  its  visual 
cues  from  both  Genet’s  own  short  film  Un 
Chant  d' Amour,  it  also  borrows  from  Rainer 
Warner  Fassbinder’s  last  film,  Querelle 
(1982),  especially  in  its  moody  coloring  and 
hallucinatory  images.  Although  Fassbinder 
based  his  film  on  the  same  material  as 
Haynes,  the  two  movies  are  radically 
different.  Fassbinder  processed  Genet 
through  the  filter  of  a  post-Stonewall 
sensibility.  In  “Homo”  the  outcast,  criminal 
sailor  Querelle  attempts  degradation  but 
achieves  salvation  through  both  the  love  of  a 
good  man  and  the  act  of  coming  out.  The 
view  in  “Homo”  is  closer  to  Genet’s  original 
proposition:  that  release  from  the  corruption 
of  the  world  is  only  found  by  embracing  that 
corruption.  The  men  in  “Homo,”  (and  even 
perhaps  Haynes  himself)  are  not  looking  for 
acceptance  or  validation,  but  a  way  to  chart 
their  own  notions  of  self-determination  in  a 
world  that  makes  little  sense  and  offers  even 
less  comfort 

The  inclusion  of  “Homo”  with  the  other 
stories  ties  the  trio  into  a  neat,  if  disturbing, 
package.  Although  there  are  sexual 
components  in  both  “Horror”  and  “Hero,”  it 
is  the  explicit  genital  sexuality  of  “Homo” 
that  brings  the  three  films  together  and  gives 
them  anti-social,  anarchic  edge  and  bite.  The 
juxtaposition  of  sexuality  and  disease,  abuse 
and  redemption,  murder  and  salvation 
resonate  here;  each  mirroring  the  other  until 
Poison  shimmers  and  glistens  with  an 
unwholesome  and  completely  seductive 
shine. 

If  Reverend  Wildmon  had  actually  seen 
Poison  he,  no  doubt,  would  have  been  even 
more  upset  than  he  was  in  his  relative 
innocent  state  of  unknowing.  For  beneath  its 
visual  dexterity  and  its  dazzling  use  of 
cultural  artifact.  Poison  is  an  extraordinarily 
subversive  political  film.  Haynes  has  long 
been  active  in  ACT  UP/New  York  and  it 
shows.  Not  only  does  he  manipulate  and  re¬ 
invent  commonplace  images  and  prototypes 
for  his  own  political  use — think  of  ACT 


UP’s  “Read  My  Lips”  t-shirts  or  their  anti- 
Cardinal  O’Connor  “Know  Your  Scumbags" 
poster — but  he  even  manages  to  make  them 
as  entertaining  as  the  originals. 

Beyond  that,  Haynes  has  been  able  to 
convey  a  complex  set  of  ideas  and 
images — some  of  them  contradictory,  some 
sexually  exciting,  some  repulsive — and 
present  them  in  sometimes  alarming,  and 
unpleasant  ways.  We  never  watch  Poison 
with  an  easy  heart  or  mind;  Haynes  is  not  at 
all  interested  in  presenting  us  with  simple 
ideas  or  facts.  He  would  rather  make  us  do 
the  work  of  making  political  or  emotional 
sense  of  what  we  see.  Poison  is  always  bold 
and  sometimes  downright  brilliant.  It  jangles 
the  nerves  and  makes  us  gasp  in  disbelief; 
not  so  much  at  what  we  are  seeing  but  in 
recognition  of  what  we  are  feeling.  □ 

Dancing 

Continued  from  page  7 

family’s  genuine  (albeit  not  commendable) 
ambivalence. 

Nowhere  is  this  more  evident  than  in  the 
title  piece,  which  appeared  in  the  Men  on 
Men  2  anthology,  and  the  final  story, 
“Abominations.”  These  two  pieces  form  neat 
bookends;  “Dancing  on  Tisha  B’Av" 
concerns  Brenda,  a  straight  woman  with  a 
gay  brother,  Nat.  Brenda  maintains  a 
nervously  supportive  relationship  with  her 
brother  and  his  lover,  Mark.  When  the  two 
men’s  relationship  is  discovered,  they  are 
kicked  out  of  the  small  Midwestern 
university  town's  temple.  Brenda  reacts  with 
shame  and  just  wants  to  forget  the 
contradictory  feelings  she  has  for  her  brother 
and  his  gayness.  She  cannot  comprehend 
how  he  can  flaunt  his  banishment  by  dancing 
at  a  gay  bar  on  Tisha  B’Av,  a  particularly 
solemn  Jewish  holiday. 

In  “Abominations,”  homophobia  again 
invades  their  lives,  this  time  with  more 
violent  (though  mercifully  not  deadly) 
results.  Brenda  still  struggles  with  her  own 
fears  and  prejudice  but  comes  out  the 
stronger  for  it — ultimately  identifying  with 
her  brother  and  Mark.  Raphael  gives  Brenda, 
not  Nat  or  Mark,  center  stage,  and  it  is  her 
internal  struggle  that  serves  as  the  story’s 
focal  point.  That  Raphael  can  successfully 
(at  least  to  these  male  ears)  use  Brenda’s 
voice  to  narrate  the  story  adds  a  welcome 
layer  of  complexity  to  an  otherwise  not- 
unfamiliar  story. 

Not  all  the  other  stories  are  explicitly  gay, 
although  a  gay  man’s  nuanced  watchfulness 
is  common  to  all.  Some  stories  describe  the 
chasm  that  can  separate  the  people  who  lived 
through  the  Holocaust  from  their  families; 
others  deal  with  the  class  tensions  within 
Jewish  families;  and  several  short  stories 
focus  on  the  genteel  snottiness  and  sexual 
jockeying  that  go  on  in  an  academic  milieu. 
Important  aspects  of  fiction  writing — the 
uniqueness  of  an  author’s  voice,  an  ability  to 
quickly  create  vividly,  distinct  characters, 
new  perspective  on  time-honored 
themes — are  consistent  through  the  stories, 
although  some  felt  too  similar,  like  rewrites 
worked  over  by  the  same  person  a  few  years 
later.  Nonetheless,  Lev  Raphael’s  collection 
is  a  welcome  addition  and  strongly 
recommended  to  anyone  looking  at  the 
uneasy  balance  between  who  we  were  when 
we  started  out  in  life  and  who  we  have 
become.  □ 
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HOT 

TALKING  PERSONALS! 

1-900-646-4646 


UNNEmONS 


•  Thousands  of  Personals 

•  Over  25  Gay  Categories 

•  Dating  and  Friendship 

•  Private  Voice  Mailboxes 

•  Endless  Pbssibilities! 


CALL  NOW! 


Gay  owned  and  operated. 

$2/min  More  Info:  (305)  565-4455.  Ext:  2655 


J 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Personals 


Announcements 


Massage 


Movers 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
GCN  Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in 
which  it  appears.  Check  carefully  to  be  sure  you 
have  the  correct  box  number! 


DAI  SEEKS  JOHN 

Dai  R.  Thompson  is  seeking  the  whereabouts  of 
John  Alexander  Stewart  Jr.  DOB  12/12/71.  John, 
please  let  me  know  how  you  are  doing.  Love, 
Dai.  GCN  Box  699 


WLF  30s,  Jewish,  Fem,  slightly  overweight, 
intelligent,  sensitive,  affectionate,  humorous, 
honest,  etc.  Enjoys  domestic  life,  evenings  at 
home  with  you  and  friends,  weekend  trips.  Would 
like  to  meet  WLF  emotionally  mature  for  healthy 
fulfilling  relationship.  GCN  Box  633 


COLLEGE  RADIO? 

would  love  to  hear  the  latest  about  alternative 
electronic  media.  Jot  it  down  and  dash  it  off  to 
Trix  Radio  c/o  GCN. 


PETE  AND  TONY 

Met  Key  West  Feb.  3rd — La  Ti  Da  Tea  Dance. 
Jeff  203-846-9890  or  203  222-5858  (42) 


PEE  WEE'S  PLAYHOUSE  FANS 

I  like  watching  Pee  Wee's  playhouse  but  often  get 
odd  reactions  to  it.  Would  anyone  like  to  write 
and  tell  me  why  you  like  watching  it  too?  I'd  like 
to  integrate  these  reactions  into  my  master's  thesis 
on  gay  culture.  Please  write  to  Emerson  College, 
Ken  Feil  c/o  Nancy  Withers  130  Beacon  Streeet 
Boston  MA  02116 


RING-AUNG-UNG=CASH 

Have  your  own  900#  forwarded  to  ring  into  your 
HOME  24  hours  a  day.  Details,  call  1  -900-976- 
6688  a  $19.95  charge,  refunded  when  connected. 


New  England  Central  America  Network  needs 
volunteers  in  our  Jamaica  Plain  office.  We  are 
dedicated  to  stopping  the  U.S.  war  against  Central 
America  and  its  effects  on  problems  here  at  home. 
Please  call  Susan  at  524-3636 


SEEKING  COUPLES  FOR  ANTHOLOGY 

on  PROS/CONS  SAME  SEX  MARRIAGE. 
Interviewing  longterm  couples  opposed  to 
marriages,  couples  who've  had  ceremony. 
Contact:  Suzanne,  5337  College,  #157,  Oakland, 
94618  415/267-5535.  (39) 


GAY/LESBIAN  MARRIAGE? 

It  will  happen  from  grass  roots!!  Interesting  in 
having  your  union  blessed  by  god  +  church? 
Ceremonies  arranged  with  independent  Catholic 
Church.  Call  227-5794  8AM  to  8PM.  (40) 


NATIONAL  LESBIAN  CONFERENCE 

Meek  and  Jane  need  sisters.  Please  give  a  couple 
of  hours  helping  sell  I  Am  Your  Sister 
Memorabilia.  Call  Jane:  (617)  628-7604 


LESBIAN  COUPLES  STUDY 

Seeking  lesbian  women  of  color,  living  with  a 
partner  one  year  plus,  for  a  low  key  2-3  hour 
interview.  For  more  details  Call  Jan  979-7000 
x3145  (39) 


MATTHEW 

We  talked  last  week,  and  I  haven't  heard  back 
from  you.  Is  everything  okay?  Either  way,  please 
call-I  just  want  to  know  what's  up!  AB  661-6771 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

The  Foundation  for  Children  with  AIDS  is 
seeking  volunteers  to  commit  to  3  hrs.  per  month. 
For  more  info,  please  call  Loretta  at  625-2121 . 


THE  BIG  AD 


A  worldwide  personals  publication  for  the  full 
framed  man  and  his  admirer.  For  info  call  415- 
695-2327  or  S.A.S.E  to  44  Monterey  Blvd  #38 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131. 


War  Resisters  Leauge  Training  Program  for 
Organizers.  August  9-18,  1991.  Cost:  $275-$450, 
sliding  scale.  Program  held  in  Western 
Massachusetts.  To  receive  an  application  and 
brochure,  contact  WRL,  339  Lafayette  Street, 
New  York,  NY  10012.  Apply  by  June  1. 


EURO-GUYS 

European  guys  crave  Americans!  Coming  to 
Boston!  Direct  contacts.  Free  all-male  list  with 
call.  Call  Euro-Guys  1-900-737-9333  ($3/min). 

(41) 


GM  “bear”  29  1/2  wants  photo/video  used  jock- 
underwear/?  exchange.  Write:  Pig  Guy,  GCN  Box 
358 


A  new  support  group  for  lesbians  is  forming  in 
the  Coming  area.  The  group  will  meet  weekly 
providing  opportunity  for  discussion,  social  and 
emotional  support  and  networking.  Membership 
in  the  group  is  free  and  confidential  and  open  to 
lesbians  all  ages  and  cultures.  Please  call 
HELPLINE  for  information,  936-4114  or  1-800- 
246-2211 

(39) 
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HEADLINE  ( optional) 

BOLD _ 

max.  30  characters 

FLAMER _ 

max.  20  characters 

COPY 


Attach  extra  sheets  as  needed;  each  word  after  25  words  is  25(,  business  ads  35( 

BASIC  COST  CATEGORY 

□  Non-business: 

$6  for  1st  25  words;  25#  for  each  addtl  word 

□  Business: 

$8  for  1st  25  words;  35#  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

HEADING 

□  Flamer  $3.00  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Bold  $1.50  x _  (number  of  runs) 

DISCOUNTS 

10-20  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

21-30  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

31+  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

BOX  SERVICE 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  six  weeks 

BOXED  DISPLAY  CLASSIFIEDS 

□  $15  per  column  inch, _ inches  x  $15 

TOTAL 

Name _ _ _ 

Acidress _ _ _ 

City _ _ State _ Zip _ Phone _ 

Deadline  for  Classifieds  is  Friday  at  3  pm.  for  the  next  Friday's  edition.  All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 
No  ads  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  clip  and  return  this  ad  form  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  02116 


□ 

PERSONALS 

$ 

□ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

□ 

HELP  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

HOUSING  WANTED 

□ 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

APARTMENTS 

□ 

SUMMER  RENTALS 

$ 

□ 

MASSAGE 

$ 

$ 

□ 

FOR  SALE 

□ 

PUBLICATIONS 

$ 

□ 

ORGANIZATIONS 

$ 

□ 

SERVICES 

s 

□ 

RIDES 

C 

□ 

MOVERS 

MASSAGE 

Great  Massage  Full  Body  Swedish  Massage  For 
the  Relief  of  all  Tensions.  By  Professional 
Gentleman  With  Strong  Caring  Hands.  Beacon 
Hill  "Carlos”  742-24 16  (40) 

DEFINITIVE  MASSAGE 

The  ultimate  full  body  massage  for  the  discerning 
individual.  Discreet  experienced  masseur  will 
relieve  all  your  tensions.  $75.00  flat  fee.  Out  call 
only.  Serving  Boston/Hartford  617-262-4801 


Sensual  full  body  massage  with  oils.  15  years 
experience.  40  year  old  Ed  or  long  haired  Mac. 
Boston  outcalls  522-4094  (39) 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  comnwni'y  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 
739-7840 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  "Sports  Medicine  *013900815  and 
treatment  of  disease  ‘Private  Medical  Office  •  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


GCN  needs  volunteers  to  do 
lots  of  things.  Don't  miss 
this  chance  to  help  out 
your  favorite  weekly.  Call 
426-4469  for  more  details. 


Apartments 


REVERE  BEACH 

Third  floor  apt.  3rooms,  porch,  off  sL  park,  multi¬ 
ethnic  community,  walk  to  "T"  and  beach,  good 
tenants  in  bldg,  $400+  utilities,  284-4952 
evenings.  (39) 


Appleton  moving  company,  Inc.  Your  moving 
partner.  Low  rates.  Excellent  service.  Fast, 
efficient,  careful.  Gay  owned  and  operated. 
Packing,  pianos,  hoisting.  Boston:  641-1234 
Suburbs:  246-1905 
(VI 949) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New 
and  used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers. 
Truck  and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload 
your  truck  522-0826 


Help  Wanted 


FENU  AY  (.OMMIMTV  HEALTH  CKNTLR 


Director  of  Public  Relations 
and  Development 

For  health  and  human  service  agency  serving 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community  of  metropolitan 
Boston  and  New  England,  and  residents  of  the 
Fenway  neighborhood  Emphasis  on  converting 
capital  campaign  contributors  to  major  donors, 
major  gift  research,  prospecting,  identification 
and  solicitation.  Institute  organizational  commit¬ 
ment  to  a  Planned  Gift  Program.  Direct  and 
oversee  ongoing,  broad  based  fundraising  and 
PR  program  which  includes  corporate,  founda¬ 
tion,  direct  mail  and  special  events,  organiza¬ 
tional  PR,  volunteer  recruitment  and 
management.  Supervise  professional  staff  of 
3-5  plus  consultants  and  volunteers.  5  years' 
development  experience  required.  Major  Gifts 
and  Planned  Giving  experience  preferred.  Ex¬ 
cellent  written,  oral,  and  public  presentation 
skills  also  required. 

We  otter  competitive  salaries,  excellent 
benefits,  and  the  satisfaction  ot  seeing  your 
work  make  a  difference.  Please  send  your  re¬ 
sume,  and  salary  requirements  by  May  15, 

1991,  to:  Mike  Savage,  Executive  Director, 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  7  Haviland 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115.  All  inquiries  will  be 
handled  in  strict  confidence.  No  telephone  calls 
please.  FCHC  is  committed  to  equal 
opportunity  employment.  Women, 
persons  of  color,  lesbians  and 
gay  men  are  i  encouraged  to  apply.  B 


AUDITION 

Dancers,  Actors,  Movers:  Dance  Umbrella's 
presentation  of  Bill  T.  Jones/ Amie  Zane  &  Co.’s 
“The  Last  Supper  at  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,”  April 
13,  noon-3pm,  registration  11:30am,  BU's  School 
for  the  Arts,  855  Commonwealth  Ave.  Jones 
seeks  39  people  from  Greater  Boston  Community 
differering  in  age,  ethnic  background,  sexual 
preference  and  body  type. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

The  Boston  Women's  Fund  seeks  Executive 
Director.  Fundraising,  administration  and  staff 
supervision  for  organization  giving  grants  and 
technical  assistance  to  women's  projects. 
Fundraising,  management  experience  required. 
Salary,  $30's.  Women  of  color  and  lesbians 
encouraged  to  apply.  Send  letter,  resume  to: 
Boston  Women's  Fund,  31  St.  James  Ave  #902, 
Boston,  MA  02116  BY  April  30.  (39) 


EDfTOR/BUSINESS  MANAGER 

Dollars  &  Sense,  a  progressive  economics 
magazine,  seeks  a  3-  or  4-  day-a-wcek  staff 
member  to  handle  editorial  and  business 
reponsibilities.  Salary  based  on  $21,500  full-time 
equiv.,  full  medical  benefits,  four  weeks  paid  vac. 
People  of  color  encouraged  to  apply.  Send 
resume,  and  writing  samples  to:  Dollars  &  Sense, 
1  Summer  St.  Somerville,  Mass.  02143  (41) 


Team  teachers  wanted  for  K-5th  grade  After 
School  Program,  a  non-academic  program 
including  drama,  crafts,  cooking  and  sports, 
beginning  9/91.  Good  salary  and  benefits.  Send 
letter  and  resume  as  soon  as  possible  to  Nancy 
Alach,  After  School  Coordinator,  Cambridge 
Friends  School  5  Cadbury  Road,  Cambridge,  MA 
02140.  CFS  has  a  commitment  to  anti -racism  and 
a  diverse  student  body.  Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Employer. 
People  of  color  and  others  are  encouraged  to 
apply.  (39) 


SALES  REPRESENTATIVE 

Part  time  to  work  in  Gay  Dating  Service.  Flex 
hours,  must  have  transportation.  Call  before  10:00 
P.M.  at  617-592-2817.  A  Unique  Opportunity 

(40) 


For  Sale 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  LUXURY 

sophisticated  and  private.  2  bed,  2  bath  lownhouse  in 
renovated  Victorian,  steps  from  Pond  and 
Transportation.  Deck,  air-cond.,  2-car  parking.  Offered 
at  $295,00.  Victoria  Whitney  734-0486  Klaussen  & 
0cockR.E  738-5151  (40) 


All  new  natural  1BR  apt,  hdwd,  pkg,  trees,  view, 
moonlight,  ecofem  owner  occ.  hse  on  hill  T  & 
Xwy,  $585.  Older  $535  inc  all  436-2583  (39) 


Brighton-Oak  Sq.  Large  4  RM  apt.  owner-occ. 
Triple  -Decker  onv.  to  57  Watertown  -Kenmore 
bus,  perfect  for  non-smoking  single  or  couple,  cat 
OK.  $600/mo  incl.  hot  water.  Call  Mon-Thurs 
eves.  782-4445  (39) 


CAMBRIDGE 

Sunny  4  rooms,  second  floor,  deck,  $650+ 
utilities,  available  May  1.  Call  508-465-6889. 


Organizations 


BOSTON  ALUANCE  OF  GAY 
AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under. 
Wed.  night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New 
persons  meeting  at  6:00.  Women's  meeting  at 
6:45.  Call  1 -800-42-BAGLY  for  info.(l  5.32) 


(40) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommate 

CAMBRIDGEPORT 

LF  seeks  same  for  3  fir  rent-controlled  house. 
Backyard,  driveway,  near  T.  Other  species 
welcome.  $283  for  bedroom  and  study.  Call  661- 
6771 

NATICK 

LF  35  seeks  2  responsible  LF  to  share  house.  4 
BR,  2  BA,  Deck,  pool,  yard,  off  st.  parking, 
washer,  dryer  and  more  $375/mo  incl.  all.  Avail.  1 
May  508-653-3766  (41) 

SUMMER  SUBLET  AVAILABLE 

$300  plus  util,  fully  furnished  rm  w/  TV  in  gay 
home  available  May  1st  thru  SepL/Oct  Full  use 
of  kitchen,  laundry  rm,  living  rm.  On  street 
parking,  1  block  from  T.  Red  line,  Shawmut  stop, 
Dorchester.  Call  Frank,  426-4469  days  10  AM- 
4PM. 

Lovely  apartment,  Milton-Dor.  T  &  expressway. 
2  LFs,  36  &  38  (anthropologist  and  writer)  No 
smoke/drugs.  Dog/cat,  no  more  animals.  $270+ 
825-2752 

SOMERVILLE 

Two  lesbians  33  &  44,  3  cats  seek  lesbian  to  share 
spacious  apartment  between  Porter  and  Davis, 
convenient,  4  bedrooms,  porches,  W/D  backyard. 
We  are  friendly  and  independent.  No  more  pets. 
No  smokers.  Available  April  1.  Rent  $325+  625- 
4298 

BL  seeks  woman  of  color  to  share  sunny, 
convenient  Cambridge  semi-coop  house  with 
hardwood  floors  and  back  yard!  Must  be  neat  and 
responsible.  $315+  868-4907  (32) 

FfTCHBURG  AREA 

Wanted:  nonsmoking  L  to  share  country 
farmhouse  50  miles  from  Boston.  Wood  heat, 
garden  space,  piano,  ping  pong.  Pets  negotiable. 
$300.  Barter  possible.  508-386-7737  (32) 

SOMERVILLE 

2LF,  2  cats  seek  L/Bi  F  for  homey  3BR  in  Winter 
Hill.  Big,  sunny  spaces,  porches,  parking. 
Friendly,  indpendent  living,  drug/smoke  free. 
$300+,  5/1.  623-5535. 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2  sober  non-smkg  GMs  seek  same  to  share  large 
fum.  7rm  apt  with  own  unfum  BR  w/d  near  T 
$275+  utils  share  expenses  call  524-7705  (38) 

Somerville,  3F,  friendly  and  radical  seek  IF,  any 
race,  any  sexual  preference,  for  coop.  No  smokers 
or  fiirry  pets,  202+,  623-5768 

Cleveland  Circle  basement  apartment  seeks 
UNTIDY  female  housemate,  23+.  Independent, 
responsible,  considerate,  respect  privacy.  Near  3 
T  fines!  $240  includes  heat.  Leave  message  739- 
6566  now.  (30) 

NAliSTON 

lM/lf  seek  resp.  prof,  person  to  share  furnished  3 
bedroom  apartment  in  2  family  house  near 
Harvard/  #66  bus.  Washer/Dryer  parking. 
$325/month  254-1955  (35) 

Ecofeminist  co-op  with  passion  for  popcorn, 
recycling  shared  meals  seek  L/Bi  F.  $330+  Near 
Davis  Square.  Available  now.  Call  628-0878  or 
623-0703.  No  pets,  drugs,  smoke.  Min  alcohol. 

(23) 

3  LF  seek  4th  to  share  warm/friendly  home.  Close 
to  Orange/Green  line.  Semi  co-op.  We  have  a 
dog.  $225+  woodstove,  woodfloor,  plants.  Call 
522-9351  (34) 

2  LF  seek  M/F  roommate  25+,  near  Orange  line. 
W/D,  DW,  yard.  Seek  responsible  non-smoker, 
must  like  cats.  $320+  utilities.  Pagan  inquiries 
welcome.  628-7744  (34) 

WOLLASTON  BEACH  QUINCY 

GWM/Black  Lab  sk  quiet  responsible  GM  to 
share  2  bdrm  apt.  on  beach  short  walk  to  red  line 
working  fireplace,  hdwd  firs,  washer/dryer, 
dishwasher,  parking,  much  more.  $325.00  plus 
1/2  utilities.  Available  now.  770-1197  Lam' 
message.  (38) 

QUIET  ST.  IN  JP 

3  LFs  seek  LF  for  semi-coop  250+  Low  utls. 
Near  T.  Great  sunny  house!  Friendly,  funky  folks, 
983-0599  Avail.  May  1st  poss.  earlier  (38) 

SOMERVIL1E/TEELE  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  L  for  sunny,  spacious  5  rm.  apartment. 
Porches,  close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  No  smoke,  pets, 
drugs.  $275/mo.  plus  sec.  Call  628-3216  (23) 

LF  wanted  for  big  2  bedroom,  near  Tufts,  $350+, 
no  smoking,  no  pets  776-1087  (39) 

HAPPY  HOUSEMATE  WANTED 

GF  seeks  GF/GM  for  bright  and  spacious  apt.  in 
Brookline.  3bedrms.  Living  room,  dining  room, 
EIK.  Two  large  decks.  Off  Street  Parking 
Hardwood  floors  $325  Plus  Utilities  734-1117 

(34) 

Two  LF  looking  for  lykable-dykeable  lesbo  3BR 
house  in  JP.  250+,  3  cats,  semi-veg,  smoke  +  drug 
free,  near  T,  call  Susan  522-5123  Ashley  524- 
9961  (34) 

Dorchester-Twopolitical  lesbians  one  Jewish  one 
Jockish  want  LF  to  share  house  with  large  yard 
and  porch.  One  block  from  Ashmont  T  282-0046 

(34) 

Don't  forget! 

All  renewal  calls  must  be  made  by 
Friday  at  3  pm. 

Inman  Square  Cambridge.  Friendly,  mixed 
household  seeks  responsible  fourth.  Sunny, 
hardwood,  porches,  W/D,  redline,  street  parking 
$300  call  Amy  661-6604  no  racists  sexists 
dogmatics.  (40) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN-NEAR  POND 

3  LF,  30+  seek  same  to  share  spacious,  sunny, 
gorgeous  house.  Two  rooms  of  your  own  plus  lots 
of  common  space.  Washer/dryer,  3  bathrooms. 
Cooperative;  drug/alcohol/smoke  free.  $350+ 
Available  June  1 .  524-8040  or  522-4720  (40) 


One  room  of  large  two-bedroom  apartment. 
$375/month  (negotiable).  First  week  June  through 
August.  On-street  parking.  Rafael  or  Joe.  776- 
3057.  (41) 


Publications 


GAYElalaOW  (XI 

ai'2E  PAGES  lAj 

Accommodations,  AIDS/HIV  resources,  bars, 
bookstores,  various  businesses,  health  care, 
legal  services,  organizations,  publications, 
religious  groups,  switchboards,  therapists, 
travel  agents,  &  much  more,  for  gay  women 
and  men. 


All  prices  below  INCLUDE  FIRST  CLASS 
POSTAGE  to  USA.  Canada  S  Mexico,  in 
sealed,  discreet  envelopes.  Mailing  lists  are 
strictly  confidential. 

Orders  from  ouside  USA  (including  Canada  & 
Mexico):  payment  must  be  in  US  Funds  payable 
on  a  US  bank,  or  by  Post  Office  or  Amencan 
Express  money  order.  (We  suggest  you  try  a 
local  bookstore  first,  to  avoid  possible  Customs 
problems!) 

US/CANADA.  Canada  and  USA  for  women  & 
men.  City  by  city  information  for  all  US  States, 
Canadian  Provinces,  and  the  US  Virgin  Islands, 
plus  nationwide  resources  including 
headquarters  of  national  organizations  and 
caucuses:  publications;  mall  order  companies, 
etc  $12.00;  outside  N.  America  $17  (airmail) 
NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY.  NY  &  NJ;  separate 
Women's  Section;  Manhattan  bar  notes  by  Jerry 
Fitzpatrick  $5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

SOUTHERN/Southem  Midwest  64  pages  AL, 
A Z,  AR,  FL,  GA,  KS,  KY,  LA,  MS,  MO,  NM,  NC, 
OK,  PR,  SC,  TN,  TX,  US  Virgin  Islands,  VA. 
$5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8  (airmail) 
NORTHEAST.  CT,  DE,  DC.  ME,  MA,  NH,  OH, 
PA,  Rl,  VT,  WV  $5.00;  ouside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  BOX  292-GCN 
VILLAGE  STATION,  NEW  YORK,  NY 
10014-0292  (212)  674-0120 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's 
oldest  women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-on  health, 
feminist  theory,  reproductive  rights,  civil  rights 
and  political  work  among  working,  disabled, 
incarcerated,  old  and  poor  women,  women  of 
color,  lesbians  and  women  from  every  continent 
$15/11  issues 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $1 8/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's 
Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA  021 81.  (ex) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro, 
No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


Vacations 


MERMAID  INN  FT  LAUDERDALE  BEACH 

Guest  rooms,  efficiencies,  suites,  heated  pool, 
cable  TV.  725  N.  Birch  Rd.  Ft  Lauderdale  FL. 
33304  1-800-749-DYKE  Gay  Men  Welcome  (47) 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails,  then 
unwind  in  the  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling 
fire.  With  20  charming  rooms,  100  mountain 
acres,  yummy  breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy, 
we're  your  perfect  vacation  choice!  Uncrowded, 
inexpensive  downhill  skiing  nearby;  great  mid¬ 
week  discounts.  The  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box 
118G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978. 
Grace,  Innkeeper  (43) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from 
Provincetown  harbor,  free  continental  breakfast, 
parking,  most  rooms  w/private  bath  OPEN  YEAR 
ROUND.  7  Winthrop  Street  Provincetown,  MA 
02657.  (508)  487-0094. 

TJ 


The  most  comprehensive  and 
updated  source  of  information  and 
organizations  in  New  England  ! 


THE  NEW  ENGLAND 
COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


Ov»r  200  pages  of  contacts,  business**  $ 


To  Order  in  Mass., 
call  (617)  723-5130 
In  the  U.S,  1-800-338-6550 
MC/VISA  Welcome 


Or  send  $6.95  to:  Kennedy  Publishing,  105 
Charles  Street,  Suite  283,  Boston,  MA  02114 
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GAY  TRAVF-1 .1  summer  rentals 


VIDEO  SERIES 


Now  Available  on  VHS! 

FEATURING: 

•  Key  West 

•  Ft.  Lauderdale 

•  Provincetown 

•  Montreal 

COMING  THIS  SUMMER: 

Palm  Springs, The  Russian  River,  San  Francisco, 
New  York  City,  and  Gay  &  Lesbian  Europe _ 

Tapes  cost  $19.95  each 
Provincetown  2  part  series  $29.95 

for  information  or  to  order  a  tape  by  Mastercard  or 
VISA  in  Mass.,  call 

(617)  723-5130 

Or  in  tho  U.S., 

1-800-338-6550 


CAPE  COO  SUMMER  RENTAL 

19th  century  Cape  on  Pearl  St.  in  Provincetwon. 
Three  blocks  from  bay,  close  to  harbour.  Sunny, 
three  bedrooms.  Available  June  through  Sept, 
parking  available.  $800  weekly  plus  deposit. 
(518)  753-4859  eves.  (39) 


JP  UCKS 

2  F  musician,  student  seek  LF  to  sublet  room  in 
spacious  JP  apt.  June-Sept  w/  lease  option.  No 
pets,  drugs.  Utils,  washer/dryer  included.  $340  or 
bo.  522-7262  (40) 


PROVINCETOWN 

Beach  Point  Condo  w/  loft,  sleeps  4.  Kitchenette, 
parking,  private  patio,  pool,  CATV,  beach  access. 
$350,  week  June.  $450  week  July  &  August  Call 
508-369-2872  (41) 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

If  you're  in  prison  in  Utah  and  you  are  gay 
or  bisexual,  you  can't  form  a  relationship  or 
even  a  friendship  because  Utah  is  a 
Mormon  state.  I  recommend  to  any  of  my 
brothers  and  sisters:  don't  move  to  Utah 
because  they'll  treat  you  like  dirt!  Seeking 
friends,  please  write  and  help  me  keep  my 
spirit  and  my  strength.  John  W.  Anderson, 
#17627,  Unit  A  #2,  Utah  State  Prison,  P.O. 
Box  250,  Draper,  Utah,  84020. 


Bi-WM  looking  for  friendship/relationship, 
very  affectionate,  new  to  the  community 
and  would  like  some  positive  conversation. 
Tom  Andrews,  #76147,  Box  3200, 

Goodyear,  AZ  85338. _ 

Seeking  correspondence  with  serious 
minded  TV  and  TS  persons.  Honest  and 
sincere  only  please!  Photos  and  phone 
number  get  quick  reply.  Thanks.  Eugene 
Wood,  #5401687,  2605  State  St.,  Salem, 

OR,  97310. _ 

I  need  to  fmd  a  real  friend.  I'm  a  lonely  guy 
reaching  out  for  help.  Gay  man,  25,  brown 
hair,  blue  eyes,  seeking  friends  of  all  ages. 
Hopefully  more  than  friendship.  Fred 
Radliff,  #90471,  Dorm  #  3  OH,  North  Point 
Training  Center,  P.O.  Box  479,  Burgin,KY, 

40310 _ 

Gay  male,  30,  brown  ahir  and  eyes.  I'm 
good  looking,  would  like  to  correspond 
with  someone  who  is  interested  in  building 
a  relationship.  Looks  don't  matter.  I  am  to 
get  our  7/4/91.  I  expect  to  be  paroled  to  a 
halfway  house  in  Springfield,  Missouri. 
Rodney  Imbler,  #161618  -2-D-18, 
Farmington  Correctional  Center,  1012  w. 

Columbia,  Farmington,  MO,  63640. _ 

Lonely  gay  man,  down  20  years,  nearing 
release  1/92.  I'man  aires,  blue  eyes,  want 
only  real  men  to  write  me.  I  don’t  play 
games,  I'm  sexy  and  caring,  but  most  of  all, 
real  inside.  Looking  for  a  relationship  with 
the  right  man.  I'm  very  much  a  lady.  Can 
write  other  inmates.  Edwin  Conwell, 
#537240,  Ellis  B  Unit,  F2-121,  Huntsville, 
TX,  77340  _ 


I'm  a  gay  man,  looking  for  someone  that 
believes  a  person  can  change  his  life 
around.  If  you  are  that  someone,  please 
write!  I  enjoy  reading,  jogging, 
conversation,  and  having  fun.  Russell 
Cantino,  #EF-193567,  GSP,  Star  Route, 
Reidsville,  Georgia,  30499. 


40  year  old  Black  male  looking  for  a  loving, 
trustful  and  lasting  relationship,  preferably 
with  someone  in  the  free  world.  My 
interests  include:  tennis,  basketball,  cards, 
and  a  warm  walk  on  the  beach  with  a  loved 
one.  Please,  no  games.  Harry  Stevenson, 
#177-939.  P.O.  Box  788,  Mansfield,  OH, 
44901. _ 


“TO  ALL  THOSE  IN  AN0  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE’’ 
Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


Women  Seeking  Friends 

<£> 

I  am  28  years  old  and  can  related  to  both 
English  and  Spanish  speaking  people.  I 
enjoy  dancing,  modeling,  sports  of  all 
kinds,  poetry  and  sculpturing.  I  would  love 
to  hear  from  people  who  want  to  relate  to 
someone  real.  I  cannot  correspond  with 
other  prisoners.  Maritza  Barosso,  #161192, 
P.O.  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines,  FL,  33024 


I  am  32,  would  like  to  correspond  with 
free-world  people  who  are  a  lot  of  fun, 
great  sense  of  humor  and  can  acceopt  one 
for  what  they  are.  Will  anwer  all!  So  send 
you  letters  to  my  place,  and  a  put  a  smile 
on  the  country  girl's  face!  Thanks  a  million 
GCN!  Dorothy  "Country"  Matheny, 
#151585,  P.O.  Box  8540-470,  Pembroke 

Pines,  FL.,  33024. _ 

I’m  26,  looking  for  realistic  women  to 
correspond  with;  I'm  very  athletic  and  very 
outspoken.  I  speak  and  write  both  English 
and  Spanish,  and  I  cannot  write  other 
prisoners.  Maribel  Capote,  #161391,  P.O. 
Box  8540-383,  Pembroke  Pines,  FI,  33024. 


Gay  male,  26,  looking  for  friendship  with 
others  from  the  outside.  I'm  into  sincere  and 
lasting  friendships.  My  hobbies  are  writing, 
jogging,  and  messing  around  with  plants 
and  flowers.  All  letters  will  be  answered. 
Please  feel  this  lonely  man's  heart.  Mark 
Taylor,  #E-23257,  C6-112,  Represa,  CA, 

9567 1 . _ _ 

I'm  a  transexual,  (in  transition)  looking  for  a 
penpal,  not  for  financial  support,  as  my 
family  takes  care  of  my  needs.  I  understand 
the  problems  of  inmates  using  people,  but  I 
will  be  happy  to  answer  any  questions. 
Please  write,  Franklin  Frick,  #93803, 
Northpoint  Training  Center,  P.O.  Box  429, 

D-6-LL,  Burgin,  KY,  40310 _ 

Gay  male,  26,  looking  for  real  friends  of 
any  sex,  age,  or  color.  Also  looking  for  a 
longterm  relationship  with  the  "right"  man. 
Color  is  no  barrier.  Just  be  sincere  whatever 
color  you  are.  Cuz  I  am  sincerely  a  lonely 
boy.  Due  out  in  "91".  Jeffrey  "Lee"  Swann, 
#38650,  P.O.  Box  2800,  Lincoln,  NE. 


I  am  a  36  year  old  transexual,  in  prison  at 
CA's  Medical  Facility  in  Vacaville.  I  was  on 
hormones  for  11  years,  but  now  they  just 
dropped  my  hormones  and  my  mind  and 
body  have  gone  through  great  pain.  I've 
gone  through  all  channels  and  have  no 
money  for  a  lawyer.  I  need  help! !  Any  help 
appreciated,  including  just  writing  me  and 
being  a  pen  pal.  Thanks!!  Sherille  Candi, 

#  C-23879,  P.O.  Box  2000,  L-229-L, 

Vacaville,  CA,  95696-2000. _ 

"Outlaw  -  [ed]?  Soon  to  be  released,  gay 
male,  brown  hair,  hazel  eyes,  studies 
psychology,  philosophy  and  criminal 
justice,  want  to  work  as  counselor.  For 
hobbies,  I  lift  weights  and  write  poety  and 
fiction.  I'm  looking  for:  employment,  a 
cheap  typewriter,  and  new  friendships 
and/or  a  relationship.  Sex,  age,  race  trivial. 
Donations,  photo  appreciated  ,  but  optional. 
Curtis  Stowell,  #293625,  4A7,  P.O.  Box 
1000,  Steilacoom,  WA,  98388. _ 


27  April,  Cambridge  ♦  “ Feeding  the  Flame":  To  benefit  Multi-Cultural  AIDS 
Coalition.  Flor  de  Cana,  Fred  Small,  bob  Franke,  Abe  Rybeck,  The  Story,  Vance  Gilbert  8 
p.m.  Paine  Hall,  Harvard.  J/2J0  advance,  SI 4.50  at  door.  648-8318.  (r)  Fred  Small 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos  encouraged! 
Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not  wheelchair  accessible 
and/or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please  use  our  format 
as  a  guide  for  listings.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please 
note  that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows;  we 
regret  that  we  cannot  print  every  submission.  No 
phone  calls,  please!  Phone  numbers  listed  are  in  the 
617  area  code,  and  non-major  cities  are  in 
Massachusetts,  unless  otherwise  noted. 

20  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  1991  Women  and  AIDS  Conference; 
Keeping  Women  in  Focus.  4/19  and  4/20.  FCHC  Info 
and  registration:  267-0900. 

Boston  ♦  “Once  Upon  Our  Time":  Multicultural  Story 
Hour  for  Children  (3-8)  of  G/L  Parents  and  Friends. 
Third  Saturday  each  month.  J.P.  Ubrary,  12  Sedgwick 
St  10  to  1 1:15  a.m.  Limited  space.  Sign  up:  Marian  or 
Jenifer  267-0900. 

Boston  ♦  Publication  Party  for  “Bi  Any  Other  Name" 
Glad  Day,  673  Boylston  (across  from  Boston  Public 
Ubrary).  267-3010. 

Boston  ♦  Prime  Timers:  Architect  Michael  Pronadou 
on  “The  Ideal  Retirement  Home."  Older  gay  men.  2  to 
4  p.m.  Lindemann  Health  Ctr.,  25  Stamford  St  Info: 
Prime  Timers,  POB  18-0010,  Boston  021 18-0010. 
Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Singles'  Night  7  p.m.  DOB,  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave  $1.  661-3633. 

Boston  ♦  Valerie  Anastasio  and  Tim  Harbold  at  the 
Center's  Women’s  Coffeehouse.  7  to  10  p.m.  338 
Newbury  St  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games.  Smoke  and  alcohol- 
free.  338  Newbury  St  7  to  1 0p.m.  Third  Saturday  each 
month.  $2  donation. 

Amherst  ♦  Havdalah  Rock.  Jewish  G/L  and  friends. 
Brief  Havdalah  then  schmooze  and  nosh  time.  8  p.m. 
Social  Hall  of  Jewish  Comm,  of  Amherst  (413)  256- 
1235. 

2 1  Sunday  9 

Boston  ♦  1991  Women  and  AIDS  Health  Fair.  FCHC 
focuses  on  women,  with  workshops  on  massage, 
nutrition  and  safer  sex  issues.  Free.  1 1  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 
267-0900. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Writers’  Group.  I  to  3  p.m. 
DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
661-3633. 

Provincetown  ♦  Margaret  Erhart  and  Delia  Sherman 
read  from  their  works.  Now  Voyager,  357 
Commercial  St  2  p.m.  (508)  487-0848. 

Boston  ♦  Dykes’  Dialog:  L/B  Women,  A  Dialog.  Robin 
Oak.  4  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  247-2927. 

SE  Mass  ♦  SMUUGLe:  S.E  Mass  Unitarian  Universalist 
G/L/etc.  Third  Sunday  each  month  in  various  south-of- 
Boston  Iocs.  344-7030. 

Dorchester  ♦  Todd  and  Michael’s  Silent  Movie  Night 
Buster  Keaton’s  “The  Scarecrow”  and  “The  Three 
Ages"  plus  “Gertie,"  a  cartoon.  With  music  scores.  7 
p.m.  288-0391. 

Cambridge  ♦  Chez  Rhino,  with  Vin  McCarthy.  To 
benefit  Boston  L/G  Pride  Comm.  OCBC  Info:  Pride 
Comm.  262-3149. 

22  Monday 

Boston  ♦  Kathleen  Sands:  “Dialog  on  L/G  Sexual 
Ethics."  UMass/Boston  Pride  Month.  2:30  to  4  p.m. 
Wheatley  Student  Lounge,  4th  fir.  287-7983. 

Boston  ♦  CMV  Support  Group.  4:30  p.m.  Boston 
Living  Ctr,  7th  fir  140  Clarendon  St  Info:  moderator 
323-0201  days. 

Boston  ♦  Melanie  Braverman  and  Gary-Glickman,  in 
the  G/L  Comm.  Ctr.'s  “Say  It  Loud”  reading  series.  7 
p.m.  338  Newbury  St  247-2927. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbians  Age  20  +/-  Meet  8  p.m.  DOB, 
Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1.  661- 
3633. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap:  “Erotic  Writing  Night”  8 
to  10  p.m.  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Brunswick,  ME  ♦  Larry  Kramer  “AIDS:  The  War  Is 
Lost"  Author  of  “The  Normal  Heart”  and  founder  of 
Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis  and  ACT  UP.  8  p.m.  Kresge 
Auditorium,  Bowdoin  College.  Info:  Pat  (207)  729- 
1182 

23  Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  “Longtime  Companion."  UMass/Boston 
Pride  Month.  1 2  to  2  p.m.  Wheatley  Video  Screening 
Rm,  3rd  flr.  287-7983. 

Boston  ♦  David  Scondras:  “The  State  of  the  Gay 
Union"  and  “Domestic  Partnership  and  the  Family 
Protection  Act"  230  to  4  p.m.  Wheatley  Student 
Lounge,  4th  fir.  287-7983. 

Danvers  ♦  Poetry  Reading:  Nora  Mitchell  and  Ron 
Schreiber.  North  Shore  G/L  Alliance.  3  p.m.  North 
Shore  Unitarian  Univ.  Church  323  Locust  St  (Rte  35). 
Reception  folows.  745-3848. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  “Jealousy."  7  to  8:30 
p.m.  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 


Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Rap:  “Wimmin  Only 
Space."  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Women's  Ctr,  46  Pleasant 
St  354-8807. 

24  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  "Longtime  Companion.”  UMass/Boston 
Pride  Month  3  to  5  p.m.  Wheatley  Video  Screening 
Rm,  3rd  fir.  287-7983. 

Boston  ♦  Greater  Boston  Business  Council:  “Spousal 
Rights.”  Todd  and  Jonathan  Barr-Sawyer  and  GLAD 
att’y  Mary  Bonauto.  Cocktails  6  p.m.;  dinner  and 
program  7  p.m.  $22  Reservations  req.  by  4/22  446 
7872 

Boston  ♦  Folksinger  Peter  Connelly:  “Songs  for  ALL 
People.”  UMass/Boston  Pride  Month.  6  to  7  p.m. 
Wheatley  L/G/B  Ctr,  4th  fir.  287-7983. 

Springfield  ♦  Springfield  Coll.  Gayness  /  Oppression  / 
Homophobia  Seminar  Series:  Breaking  Religious 
Silence.  7  p.m.  Locklin  Hall  Room  233,  Springfield  Coll, 
campus.  Info:  James  Genasci  (413)  788-3221. 

Boston  ♦  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  Second  and  fourth  Wednesday  each 
month.  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

25  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  Angela  Bowen:  “Black  L/G  Lives.” 
UMass/Boston  Pride  Month.  2  to  4  p.m.  Wheatley 
Student  Lounge,  4th  fir.  Reception  follows  in  L/G/B 
Ctr,  4th  fir.  287-7983. 

Boston  ♦  HCHP  Patient  Advocacy  Union.  Poduck  6 
p.m,  meeting  7  p.m.  Lockation  and  info:  Charles  864- 
9596. 

Cambridge  ♦  Drop  In  at  DOB  Coffee  Night  7  to  9:30 
p.m.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave  $1,661-3633. 

Portsmouth,  NH  ♦  Out  and  About  Seacoast  Lesbian 
Support  group:  "Building  Healthy  Relationships, 
Starting  with  Oneself."  Thursdays  7  p.m.  "A  Safe 
Place”  10  Vaughn  Mall  Ste  10.  (603)  778-3921. 

Boston  ♦  Fenway  Uving  Well  Forum:  "The  Mind  / 
Body  Link:  Finding  Control,  Commitment,  and 
Challenge”  Boston  Uving  Ctr,  140  Clarendon  St  7th 
fir.  7  to  9  p.m.  267-0900  x287. 

Cambridge  ♦  MIT  Film  Screenings:  "Silence  =  Death” 
and  ‘This  Is  Not  An  AIDS  Advertisement”  7:30  p.m. 
Bldg  66-1 10  25  Ames  St  253-3599. 

Cambridge  ♦  Richard  Plant  “Gay  Emigres  to  America: 
A  Memoir."  Harvard  G/L  Caucus.  8  p.m.  Emerson  305, 
Harvard  Yard 

Boston  ♦  “Killing  Me  Sofdy.”  American  premiere  8 
p.m.  4/25  and  4/26;  2  p.m.  and  8  p.m.  4/27.  Hampden 
Theater,  UMass.  $6.  545-25 1 1 . 

26  Friday 

Boston  ♦  Mass.  L/G  Bar  Ass’n  Annual  Dinner. 
Keynote  speaker  Barney  Frank.  Cocktails  6:30  p.m. 
Dinner  7:15  p.m.  Tremont  House  275  Tremont  St 
Tickets  $45,  $30  students.  Info:  Ben  Klein,  227-7031. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  G/L  Labor  Activists  Network.  6:30 
p.m.;  orientation  for  new  members  6  p.m.  555  Amory 
St  Info:  Hameen  522-7156  or  Ginny  524-5395. 

Boston  ♦  Uturgy  for  All  Those  Affected  by  AIDS. 
Simple  reception  to  follow.  Paulist  Center,  5  Park  St  7 
p.m.  742-4460. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Videos  at  the  Center: 
"Strangers  on  a  Train”  (Hitchcock).  7  p.m.  G/L  Comm. 
Ctr,  338  Newbury.  $2 

Boston  ♦  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  “Interracial 
Relationships:  Fantasies  and  Realities.”  7  p.m.  43 
Worcester  St  (S.  End).  Craig  321-4382  or  Tom  536 
3392 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  Faith  Nolan  Concert  8  p.m.  Synod 
Hall  (St  John’s  Church),  N.  Main  St  $  1 3  advance,  $  1 5 
at  door.  Visions  and  Voices  273-9757. 

Boston  ♦  The  Films  of  Jaime  Humberto  Hermosillo: 
“Matinee"  and  “Mary  My  Dearest”  5:45  and  7:30  p.m. 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts.  267-9300  x305. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Balroom  Dance  for  L/GM  and  Friends. 
8:30  to  1 1:30  p.m.  First  Church  of  J.P,  Centre  and 
Biot  Sts.  Beginner’s  waltz  lesson  at  8  p.m  Smoke  free. 
$5.  Info:  Jason  Thomas  859-9455. 

27  Saturday 

Cambridge  ♦  Oral  History  Center  Workshop: 
“People  are  Stories."  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  Registration: 
661-8288. 

Wellesley  ♦  Bicycling  Lesbians  Around  Boston 
Wellesley  Ride.  10  am.  Unda  524-6996 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  “Some  Things  to  Consider":  A 
workshop  on  taking  the  HIV  antibody  test  10  am.  to  4 
p.m  Rl  Project  /  AIDS,  95  Chestnut  St  3rd  fir.  Pre¬ 
registration  required.  Derek  831-5522 
Boston  ♦  Glad  Day  Bookshop’s  Annual  Party  for  Local 
Area  Science  Fiction  /  Science  Fantasy  Authors.  4  to  6 
p.m.  Glad  Day,  673  Boylston  (across  from  Boston 
Public  Ubrary).  267-3010. 

Somerville  ♦  Kate  Clinton's  Tenth  Anniversary  Shows. 
5:30  and  8:30  p.m  Somerville  Theater.  $14.50  and 
$1650.661-1252 


Waltham  ♦  WOW  Poduck  and  Game  Night  6:30  p.m. 
Loc'n  and  info:  893-0361. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Couples  Discuss  Sex  and  Gyn 
Problems.  7  p.m.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1,661-3633. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  L/G  Contra/Square  Dancing.  Smoke  / 
drug  free.  8  to  1 1  p.m.;  beginners’  lessons  7:30  p.m. 
First  Church  of  J.P,  comer  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts.  $5. 
Info  and  directions:  Janet  522-2216,  Phil  729-9206,  or 
Scott  536-2014. 

Cambridge  ♦  "Feeding  the  Flame”:  To  benefit  Multi- 
Cultural  AIDS  Coalition.  Flor  de  Cana,  Fred  Small,  Bob 
Franke,  Abe  Rybeck,  The  Story,  Vance  Gilbert  8  p.m. 
Paine  Hall,  Harvard.  $1250  advance,  $14.50  at  door. 
648-8318. 

Boston  ♦  Slow  Dancing  at  the  Center.  9  p.m.  to  I 
am,  fourth  Saturday  each  month.  Slow  dancing  lesson 
10:30  p.m.  by  Jason  Thomas.  G/L  Comm.  Ctr,  338 
Newbury  St  247-2927. 

28  Sunday 

Manchester,  NH  ♦  Chiltern  Mtn.  Club  Beginner's 
Backpacking  Course.  2  p.m.  mtg.  Details:  Mike  (603) 
644-7658. 

Boston  ♦  Dykes'  Dialog:  S&M.  Jasmine  Sterling  and 
Friends.  4  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  247- 
2927. 

Cambridge  ♦  Freedom  Trail  Band  Spring  Concert  and 
Social.  Concert  8  to  9  fcm,  followed  by  reception  with 
refreshments.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  Harvard  Sq. 
$5  donatioa  Kathy  629-2915  or  Gary  2660628. 

29  Monday 

Boston  ♦  “Dam-lt-Dykes”:  Report  on  the  Women  and 
AIDS  Conf.  and  Safe  Sex  for  Women.  UMass/Boston 
Pride  Month.  12  to  1:30  p.m.  Wheatley  Student 
Lounge,  4th  fir.  287-7983. 

Boston  ♦  East  Coast  Bisexual  Network:  “Bisexuality 
and  the  Gay  Community."  UMass/Boston  Pride  Month. 
2  to  4  p.m.  Wheatley  Student  Lounge,  4th  fir.  287- 
7983. 

30  Tuesday 

Cambridge  ♦  ‘Women  and  AIDS."  A  video  followed 
by  discussion.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  Camb.  Women  in  Cable 
at  the  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  "Working  Effectively  With  Your  Medical 
Provider.”  7  to  9  p.m  FCHC,  7  Haviland  St  267-0900 
x287. 

Cambridge  ♦  Forum  on  Menopause.  8  p.m.  DOB,  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 661-3633. 
Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston:  Annual 
Banquet.  $25.  Call  for  info.  742-7897. 

1  May,  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Alan  Helms:  “New  Readings  The  Poetry  of 
Walt  Whitman.”  UMass/Boston  Pride  Month.  1 2  to 
1:30  p.m  Wheatley  Student  Lounge,  4th  fir.  287-7983. 

Boston  ♦  "Women  and  Change”:  Excerpts  of  the  Int’l 
Women's  Day  Video  Festival.  With  Ann  Bennett, 
membership  dir.  BNN-TV.  Chicken  and  salad  supper 
6:30  p.m,  $250  Program  8  p.m,  free.  Community 
Church  of  Boston,  565  Boylston  St  2666710. 

Cambridge  ♦  MIT  Film  Screenings  “Fun  Down  There” 
and  “Beauty  Without  a  Cause”:  four  lawless  drag 
queens  preparing  for  a  night  of  light  crime.  7:30  p.m. 
Bldg  661 10  25  Ames  St  253-3599. 

2  Thursday 

Portsmouth,  NH  ♦  Out  and  About  Seacoast  Lesbian 
Support  Group:  “Homophobia  Revisited.”  Thursdays  7 
p.m.  “A  Safe  Place,”  10  Vaughn  Mall  Ste.  10.  (603)  778- 
3921. 

3  Friday 

Boston  ♦  “Last  Supper  at  Uncle  Tom’s  Cabin.”  An 
exploration  of  slavery,  faith,  the  crisis  of  AIDS, 
personal  rage,  and  the  death  of  liberalism.  Adult 
themes  and  nudity.  8  p.m.  5/3  and  5/4.  Emerson 
Majestic  Theater,  219  Tremont  St  $18,  $14. 

Providence  ♦  Ballroom  Dance  for  L/GM  and  Friends. 
8:30  to  11:30  p.m.  First  Universalist  Church,  250 
Washington  St  Beginner’s  cha  cha  lesson  at  8  p.m. 
Smoke  free.  $5.  Info:  Jason  Thomas  859-9455. 

4  Saturday 

Northhampton  ♦  Lesbian,  Gay  and  Bisexual  Pride  Day. 
All  invited.  For  more  info  (4 1 3)  584-42 1 3 

Saturdays 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  complimentary.  10  am.  Also:  Tues.  1215  p.m. 
at  MHQ  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  ShelL  282-00 1 3. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers’  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant  St  1 1  am- 1 230  p.m. 
354-8807. 


Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/T5  of  New  England  4  to 
6p.m.  338  Newbury  St,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Women’s  Coffeehouse.  Musical 
entertainment  usually.  8  p.m.  Crone’s  Harvest  761 
Centre  St  $5  suggested  donation.  983-9530. 

Sundays 

Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
workouts  for  swimmers  of  all  abilities.  10:1 5  at  Boston 
Gty  Hosp.  swimming  pool.  Ed  767-0449. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Club.  Weekly  novice 
and  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  p.m.  Info:  Erik  423- 
0929  or  Jeff  87676 1 2 

Boston  ♦  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  131  Cambridge  St  (near  Gov’t 
Center).  7  p.m.  Info:  Rev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  ♦  AMALGM  Monthly  Men’s  Meeting.  Last 
Sunday  each  month.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St, 
room  202K.  Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  8  p.m.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Mondays 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  1225  p.m.  262-3456. 

Dorchester  ♦  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg.  Hs.  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8  p.m. 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network 
Coordinating  Comm.  TKe  Center,  338  Newbury  St 
247-2927. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Gfoup.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  8- 1 0  p.m.  354-8807. 

Cable  TV  ♦  "Between  Takes.”  Often  a  G/L  slant  on 
events.  Boston  A3  Mondays  9:30  p.m.  Cambridge 
CCTV  Thursdays  8:30  p.m.  Rhode  Island  Interconnect 
A  Fridays  8:30  p.m.  Other  areas:  check  listings. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (40 1 )  46 1  -4 1 9 1 . 

Gloucester  ♦  Healing  Circle  /  Positively  Clean  and 
Sober.  Healing  circle  6:30  to  8  p.m,  open  to  anyone 
facing  chronic  or  life-threatening  illness.  Pos.  C&S  8  to 
9  p.m,  for  people  living  with  HIV  and  dealing  with 
subst  abuse  issues.  N.  Shore  AIDS  Project  19  Pleasant 
St  (508)  283-0101. 

Boston  ♦  Beantown  Women's  Rugby  Club.  Practice 
Tuesday  and  Thursday  6:30  to  8:30  p.m.  until  June 
Info:  Sue  7761649  or  Laurie  623-2341. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap.  The  Women’s  Center. 
46  Pleasant  St  7-8:30.  354-8807. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS  Project 
Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)  755- 
3773. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Rap.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  7-8:30.  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Bostoa  The  Living  Center,  YWCA, 
140  Clarendon  St  7  p.m.  49-ACTUP. 

Medford  Radio  ♦  “We  the  People”  —  with  feminist 
Sheila  Parks.  WMFO  9I.5FM.  7-9a.m.  Tufts  U.  radio. 
Boston  ♦  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Rehearsals.  No 
audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Art,  Longwood 
and  Brookline  Ave  7:15  p.m.  2660628. 

Wednesdays 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  354-8807. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  in 
Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
(508)  755-3773. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Thursdays 

Somerville  ♦  Thursday  Night  Dinner  Pgm.  People  w / 
and  concerned  w/  AIDS.  Family  style  Reservations  req. 
6:15.  Coll.  Ave  Ua  Methodist  Church,  14  Chapel  St 
$1.6664130. 

Fridays 

Watertown  ♦  GLOW:  G/L  of  Watertowa  395-4664. 

Boston  ♦  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come  stuff 
the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends.  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  St  5  p.m.  426-4469. 


Hindsights 


One  man's  ‘Poison’ 

Todd  Haynes'  new  film  arrives  in  Boston  after  sparking  a 
round  of  fundamentalist  protest.  But  if  the  conservatives 
had  actually  seen  the  movie,  they'd  know  just 
how  homoerotic  and  subversive  it  really  is! 


Poison 

Written  and  directed  by  Todd  Haynes. 
With  Edith  Meeks,  Larry  Maxwell, 

Susan  Norman,  Scott  Renderer,  James 
Lyons.  At  the  Brattle  Theater, 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  selected 
national  cities. 

Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronskl 

odd  Haynes’  Poison,  has  the  dual 
distinction  of  winning  the  Grand 
Jury  Prize  at  the  Sundance  Film 
Festival  and  then  being  immediately  attacked 
by  those  conservative  culture  watchers,  the 
Reverends  Donald  Wildmon  and  Pat 
Robertson.  The  pair  said  the  film  is  obscene 
for  what  they  rather  aptly  called  “rear  entry 
homosexual  sex.”  The  brilliant  and 
disturbing  film  certainly  deserves  high 
honors  from  Sundance.  And  while  it  is 
clearly  not  “obscene"  (by  artistic  or  even 
legal  standards).  Poison’s  all-out  attack  on 
sexual  hypocrisy  and  family  values  and  its 
insistence  on  transfiguring  and  glorifying 
cultural  outlaws  makes  it  a  perfect,  logical 
target  for  the  wrath  of  right-wingers.  The 
irony  is  that  neither  Wildmon  nor  Robertson 
had  even  seen  the  film,  so  they  have  no  idea 
how  offensive  it  really  would  be  to  them. 

Haynes,  an  openly  gay  man,  became 
famous  several  years  ago  for  his  underground 
film  Superstar :  The  Karen  Carpenter  Story. 
In  that  film,  the  dulcet-voiced  singing  star 
with  fatal  eating  disorders  was  portrayed  by  a 
Barbie  Doll,  with  a  supporting  cast  of  Kens, 
G.I.  Joes,  Christys  and  Skippers.  Superstar 
managed  the  difficult  feat  of  moving  what  at 
first  appeared  to  be  camp  into  the  realm  of 
tragedy.  Haynes  not  only  got  under  the  thin 
skin  of  pop  culture — what  better  symbol  for 
the  Carpenters’  career  and  Southern 
California  image  than  the  wholesome,  super¬ 
plastic  Barbie  and  Ken? — but  examined 
emotional  and  social  questions  surrounding 
body  image,  anorexia  and  family  dysfunction 
in  explicitly  feminist  terms.  Superstar  was 
smart,  ironic,  perceptive,  funny  and 
ultimately,  heart-breaking:  all  in  43  minutes. 

Poison  is  even  more  ambitious  than 
Superstar,  and  while  you  can  see  much  of  the 
same  sensibility  here — Haynes  really 
understands  both  the  potent  power  and  the 
cheap  glory  of  pop  culture — the  film  is  much 
richer,  more  emotionally  challenging,  and 
more  disturbing  than  Superstar  ever 


From  Poison 

attempted  to  be.  Taking  his  cues  from  the 
themes  (as  well  as  some  of  the  texts)  of  Jean 
Genet,  he  has  fashioned  three  short  films: 
“Hero,”  “Horror”  and  “Homo.”  Each  has  a 
distinct  style  and  emotional  wallop  and 
Haynes  has  interwoven  them  so  that,  while 
they  reflect  and  refract  one  another,  they  fit 
together  like  the  pieces  of  some  perverse 
puzzle. 

At  first  glance,  two  of  Haynes’  stories  look 
like  clever  glosses  on  pop-genre.  “Hero," 
about  an  eight-year-old  boy  who  kills  his 
father  and  then  (at  least,  according  to  his 
mother),  ascends  into  the  sky  on  his  own 
volition,  is  a  faux  television  documentary.  Its 
talking  heads  and  front-lawn  video  locations 
are  a  perfect  parody  as  the  bizarre  story 
unfolds.  “Horror”  is  about  a  brilliant  scientist 
responsible  for  the  isolation  of  the  hormone 
that  produces  sexual  desire.  He  accidentally 


ingests  his  own  serum  and  slowly  turns  into  a 
leper-like,  highly-contagious  outcast.  “Hero” 
contrasts  the  high  contrast,  black-and-white 
look  that  defined  B-movie,  science  fiction 
features  of  the  1950s.  But  while  both 
segments  display  considerable  style  and  wit 
in  their  form,  Haynes  is  interested  in  much 
more  than  showing  off  his  talents  as  a  mimic 
or  ironist. 

“Hero,”  with  its  flat,  bland,  head-on 
interview  style,  greedily  unearths  the  hidden 
horrors  of  the  nuclear  family.  As  more  and 
more  details  accumulate — from  schoolmates, 
neighbors,  teachers,  and  the  boy’s  mother 
herself — a  picture  of  emotional  destruction 
(and  possible  redemption)  emerges  that  is 
both  profoundly  disturbing  and  shocking. 
(This  is  precisely  the  sort  of  thing  that  should 
upset  Reverend  Wildmon  if  he  were  to  ever 
see  the  movie.)  But  Haynes  is  not  content  to 


just  let  the  story  stand  as  a  piece  of  weird 
naturalism.  Instead  he  slowly  introduces 
mystical  and  religious  elements,  including 
some  odd,  coded  references  to  the  boy-killer 
as  a  Christ  figure.  Haynes  paints  a  portrait  of 
an  angry,  destructive  emotional  world  in 
which  redemption  might  be  possible,  but  it  is 
a  redemption  triggered  by  brutality  and 
provoked  violence. 

“Horror,”  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  more 
traditional  plea  for  social  acceptance, 
although  told  in  a  perversely  ironic  narrative. 
What  at  first  glance  might  seem  to  be  an 
AIDS  allegory  is,  in  reality,  a  commentary  on 
how  the  media  and  the  culture  have  distorted 
and  minoritized  the  lives  of  people  living 
with  AIDS.  But  saying  that  “Horror”  is  only 
about  AIDS  is  to  diminish  the  larger  issues 
the  piece  raises.  In  a  recent  Interview  article, 
Haynes  said,  “What  is  interesting  to  me  at  a 
certain  point  in  the  AIDS  crisis  was  the 
cultural  response  to  AIDS,  especially  in  the 
gay  community.  We  made  a  hyperactive 
attempt  to  ‘clean”  ourselves  up.  We  wanted 
to  be  ‘inoffensive’  and  ‘good,’  everything 
Genet  stood  very  much  against.  He  was 
interested  in  the  transgressive  elements  of 
homosexuality.” 

And  “Horror”  is  certainly  transgressive. 
Here  the  brilliant  scientist,  who  is 
unwittingly  turned  into  a  monster  by  his  own 
hubristic  experiments  in  sexuality,  becomes 
an  outcast,  a  social  pariah  who  quickly 
becomes  a  moral  one  when  he  infects 
“innocent”  people  with  his  erotic  contagion. 
What  is  so  startling  about  “Horror”  is  that 
Haynes  is  able  to  able  to  actually  subvert  the 
science  fiction/horror  genre — at  worst 
socially  conservative,  at  best  a  sympathetic 
cautionary  tale — so  deftly  that  his  radical  re¬ 
vision  of  it  feels  not  so  much  original  as 
traditionally  authentic.  The  parody  and 
allegory  are  seamless  and  emotionally 
resonant;  serious  camp  with  a  vengeance. 

But  as  interesting  as  “Hero”  and  “Horror” 
are,  they  would  not  work  as  well  as  they  do 
without  the  third  segment  of  Haynes’ 
triptych,  “Homo,”  based  explicitly  on 
Genet’s  texts.  “Homo”  seems  almost  a 
distillation  of  the  Genet  novel:  a  unrepentant 
boy  thief  becomes  a  lifetime  convict 
spending  his  life  in  reform  schools  and 
finally  adult  prisons,  where  he  falls  in 
obsessive  love  with  a  younger  man  who  both 
hates  and  idolizes  him.  Transgression  is  again 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


AIDS  ACTION  Committee. 

in  collaboration  with 
the  Latino  Health  Network 
and  Multicultural  AIDS  Coalition, 


Invite  you  to  the  Second  Annual 


Bayard  Rustin 

Community  Breakfast 

A  Celebration  of  Empowerment 
of  Lesbian  and  Gay  People  of  Color 


When: 

1 1:00  am,  Saturday,  April  20,  1991 


Where: 

Villa  Victoria  Cultural  Center, 

85  West  Newton  Street,  South  End 


Key  Note  Speakers: 

Marlon  Riggs,  poet /filmmaker, 
Luz  Maria  Umpierre,  poet/feminist 

Donation: 

$5.  All  Welcome 


O 


For  more 
informaUon: 
437-6200 
ext.  229 


A  Film  By  Todd  Haynes 


THE  MOST  TALKED-ABOUT  INDEPENDENT  FILM  OF  THE  YEAR 
GRAND  JURY  PRIZE  1991  SUNDANCE  FILM  FESTIVAL 


"HIP,  SEXY,  AND  THOROUGHLY  ENTERTAINING" 

— Village  Voice 

"CONCEPTUALLY  BOLD,  STYLISTICALLY  AUDACIOUS... 
TAUT  AND  INTENSE" 

—Variety 

"WICKEDLY  PERVERSE. ..POISON  HAS 
AN  EXTRAORDINARY  CUMULATIVE  POWER." 

— Premiere 

FROM  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  SUPERSTAR  THE  KAREN  CARPENTER  STORY 
A  ZEITGEIST  FILMS  RELEASE 


Exclusive  engagement 
through  May  1 

Dally  at:  4:30,  6:15,  8:00,  9:45 
(Sat.,  Sun.,  Matinee  2:45) 

40  Brattle  Street 
Harvard  Sq.,  Cambridge 
876-6837 


